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A state-sponsored study indicates that most of the population of La Conchita could live there in relative safety if
a $50 million grading project is carried out on the unstable hillside that towers over the seaside village north of
Ventura.

La Conchita residents and property owners — who witnessed a 1995 landslide and another in 2005 that killed
10 people, demolished homes and caused deep anguish — are said to be organizing committees to figure out
how to pay for the project.

We wish them success, but we have a request: Leave the taxpayers out of this.

If the town’s several hundred residents want to reduce the threat from the unstable slope, then the property
owners ought to finance the work themselves.

Taxpayer funds should not be used to underwrite a project that will have no benefit to the general public and
unfortunately will encourage further residential use of an area that has inherent issues of instability, according
to the three-year study.

The state paid for the experts’ report, which was commissioned after Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger vowed to do
what he could to make the community a safe place to live following the Jan. 10, 2005, landslide.

The team of geology, geotechnical and risk-assessment consultants studied various options and concluded that
limited grading of the cliff would provide a tolerable level of risk at a relatively low cost, according to the
consultants.

A more expensive grading option would cost $200 million and extend across the entire width of La Conchita.
Some members of the community speculate that the cheaper $50 million project can be paid for through grants,
assessments on property owners and similar steps.

If the residents are unable to afford the cost themselves, then we believe they will have a hard time selling the
argument that public funds should be committed for a project that will only reduce, not eliminate, the
continuing risk to themselves, their children, their tenants and guests.


