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SACRAMENTO -- An initiative seeking to suspend California's landmark global warming law is attracting

more money than any other proposition on the November ballot, according to campaign-finance reports filed

Monday.

Environmentalists and oil companies are facing off in the battle over Proposition 23, which seeks to delay

regulations on greenhouse gas emissions until California's unemployment rate, now at 12.3 percent, falls to 5.5

percent and stays there for four consecutive quarters.

Supporters, primarily oil companies, raised $2.1 million from April 1 to June 30, the period covered by the

fundraising reports filed Monday, and have nearly $43,000 cash on hand. Two groups opposing the initiative

raised about $2.4 million during the period and have nearly $1.4 million cash on hand.

Supporters of Proposition 19, an initiative seeking to legalize recreational use of marijuana, raised more than

$316,000, while opponents raised just $41,000 during the period.

Campaign finance records filed with the secretary of state's office show a majority of the money supporting the

measure, about $190,000, came from Oaksterdam University, which trains people to run medicinal marijuana

businesses. The university was founded by Richard Lee, the initiative's main backer. George Zimmer, chief

executive of Fremont-based Men's Wearhouse, contributed $500 during the reporting period.

Other propositions attracting campaign cash include one that would levy a vehicle surcharge to fund state parks

and separate proposals to change voting requirements for passing a budget or new taxes.

Supporters of Proposition 21, which would establish an $18 annual vehicle surcharge to fund state parks and

wildlife programs, raised $1.3 million during the reporting period and have $1.1 million cash on hand.

Opponents had not filed a financial statement.

In exchange for the surcharge, the parks initiative would grant free admission to all state parks to vehicles with

a California license plate.

Supporters of Proposition 25, which aims to change the legislative vote requirement to pass a budget from two-

thirds to a simple majority, reported raising $1.1 million during the three-month period. Opponents, a group

called Stop Hidden Taxes, raised $1.6 million.

That group is using the same pot of money to support Proposition 26, which would increase the voting threshold

for raising state and local fees. Another group supporting the initiative raised $515,000, while opponents raised

$36,000.


