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Los Altos Hills resident Bill Almon is taking matters into his own hands. Again.

While the Bay Area Air Quality Management District continues tests to analyze pollutants from Lehigh
Southwest Cement Permanente Plant in Cupertino near Los Altos’ border, Almon, an opponent of the cement
plant and founder of opposition group QuarryNo (quarryno.com), doesn’t think its analysis is adequate.

To refute the quarry and district’s findings in an effort to convince the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
to deny an expansion permit, Almon and Matt Sweeney, development engineer for Picarro, a Sunnyvale-based
gas analysis company, used Scanned Cavity Ring Down Spectroscopy to sample air around the quarry Aug. 4.

The technique measures methane and hydrogen sulfide levels from an automobile traveling around the quarry
area.

The air analysis module streams real-time data onto a Google Maps display, which overlays methane and
hydrogen sulfide levels on top of the car’s trajectory.

Sweeney said methane is a surrogate for many other gases and its presence could indicate harmful mercury
emissions.

While their data didn’t establish that harmful amounts of methane were present, Almon said he suspects the
quarry wasn’t operating at full capacity when they took the samples. He plans to take additional readings soon.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released updated pollutant standards Aug. 9 that require cement
plants to cut emissions by 25 percent by 2013.

In response, Aug. 10 Lehigh reaffirmed its June 23 report that the 25 percent reduction in emissions from its
rotary kiln already met the latest EPA standards.

“I’m pleased to say that the time we took to work closely with the EPA on their new standards, and the
investments we made to significantly reduce emissions well ahead of these new standards, were both well
spent,” Plant Manager Henrik Wesseling said.

Wesseling said the facility plans to implement an Activated Carbon Injection process to bind carbon molecules
to mercury vapor, which will force it into a solid state for containment.

The EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory in 2008 identified the Lehigh facility as the fourth-highest polluting quarry
in the nation at 587 pounds of mercury, according to Earthjustice, a non-profit environmental law firm.

Quarry officials said the plant has since made efforts to curb emissions.


