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Coachella Valley residents living on and near the San Andreas Fault Line are well aware of the potential for a
large earthquake. Many have been educated by geologists through media reports on how to prepare for “The
Big One.”

Still, deciding which items to include in a survival kit can be unclear and confusing. How much water should be
stored for each person? What kind of batteries last the longest? These are questions people often have when
creating their kits.

Blair Brady, owner of a new earthquake and home emergency kits and supply store in Cathedral City, has the
answers.

Brady opened BDB Enterprises Retail and Education Center at 68-845 Perez Road at the end of July.

His store is the only one of its kind in the valley, specializing in earthquake kits, hiking kits, home emergency
kits and survival supplies.

“I first started selling the kits online when I lived in Tucson, Arizona,” Brady said.

“When I returned back to the valley I then started selling them at the Cathedral City farmers market. Then when
I talked about doing a store, people really got into it and became enthused about it.”

Brady has set up a classroom environment in the back of the store where he plans to conduct educational classes
and seminars preparing residents for emergencies such as natural and man-made disasters.

“I can teach FEMA courses to small business (owners) and homeowners helping them to get prepared for all
kinds of emergencies,” he said.

Brady received his FEMA certification as a facilitator for the Department of Homeland Security's “Are You
Ready?” program. He has been working in partnership with the Cathedral City Fire Department to host
community safety events outside his store.

“The fire department has been really helpful and encouraging,” he said. “I have had a lot of calls from the city
and the fire department wanting to know when my store was going to open and when I would be ready to start
classes.”

Kits range in price from $45 for a hiking kit up to $125 for a large emergency kit. Residents can also make their
own kits from the supplies that Brady sells in the store. Kits for cars and pets — including food, water and
collapsible bowls — are also available.

“I thought it was an interesting idea when he first told me about it,” said Troy Brady, assistant store manager
and Blair Brady's son. “Living here, (the store) is a good idea and it helps people to know what to put into their
kits.”


