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Lower level needed for seismic study
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For weeks, the rumor in Crestline had been that the state was going to force San Bernardino County officials to
drain several feet of water from Lake Gregory.

That's only half true, and local leaders and business owners who had concerns about how a lower lake level
would affect summer tourism said most of their concerns were eased Thursday after hearing from county
officials and the state's top dam inspector.

"People are saying we're draining the lake," said Keith Lee, director of the San Bernardino County Regional
Parks Department, which manages Lake Gregory and the Lake Gregory Dam. "But we're just allowing nature to
run her course."

State dam inspectors want San Bernardino County to complete a new study of the dam's earthquake readiness,
install a new drainage system and prepare an emergency plan for the lake. Until those projects are done, they've
ordered the county to lower the lake level by about 8 feet.

That had locals saying that the county was going to abruptly pump several feet of water out of the lake, making
Lake Gregory's beach, water recreation area and boat house unusable. Business owners said that would hurt the
area's tourism economy.

But at a community meeting Thursday, county officials and the director of the state's Division of Safety of
Dams told Crestline residents that they have no plans to drain the lake.

Lake Gregory, Lee said, is already about 5 1/2 feet below its peak depth. Through natural evaporation, it should
drop by another 2 1/2 feet by the end of September - the deadline to comply with the state order.

"That will take us through our summer season," said Gary Remmers, a real estate agent in Crestline. "The water
level is down a little bit, but I think we should be fine through the rest of the season."

Joshua Hill, a member of the Crest Forest Municipal Advisory Council, said he has still heard mountain
residents talking about plans to drain the lake but that those fears should have been put to rest by Thursday's
meeting.

"I feel like, for people who were there, it should have been pretty clear that it shouldn't be any lower than it
normally is," he said.

One remaining concern is whether the lake will be allowed to reach its peak next spring.

County Supervisor Paul Biane said he is going to find $400,000 to complete the seismic study, drainage system
improvements and emergency planning the state has requested.

Lee said the county's goal is to have the planning and drainage improvements finished by April, but it's not clear
when the seismic study - which will require an outside contractor and oversight from the state - will be finished.



Lee said he could not speak for the Department of Safety of Dams, but he said it is his understanding that if the
county finishes its draining improvements and emergency planning by April, it will be allowed to let the lake
rise to its full level.

Remmers said the big question remaining for the community around Lake Gregory is whether all will go
according to plan.

"Are the repairs going to hurt next season?" he asked. "The experts said they hope they'll have it done by April,
but some of them said they didn't know if they'll meet that goal."


