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The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors is holding off a decision about a controversial gravel operation on
Black Butte until next month.

Originally set to hold a hearing about Keith Darrah’s Truck Village Quarry on Tuesday, the board this month
moved the meeting until late September, said Supervisor Michael Kobseff. The meeting is now set for Sept. 28.

“There was a time constraint,” he said.

Moving the special meeting back four weeks will give Darrah and the county time to organize their arguments
for the hearing, Kobseff said.

There’s a chance the meeting could be moved back even farther if the two sides aren’t ready in time, said Terry
Barber, director for public health and community development for Siskiyou County. Barber oversees Siskiyou
County’s planning department as part of her role as community development director.

The meeting will be open to the public, she said.

“The Board of Supervisors will hear his appeal and make a decision,” Barber said.

Darrah, of Mount Shasta, owns several businesses, including the Truck Village Quarry at the base of Black
Butte along Interstate 5. The Siskiyou County Planning Commission ordered him to stop taking gravel from the
cinder cone in June until he obtains the proper permits. Darrah then appealed.

Neighbors of the gravel operation between Mount Shasta and Weed say rock crushing at the quarry is causing
excessive noise and dust and has for years.

In 1997 the planning department notified Darrah that he might be taking more gravel off Black Butte than
allowed without a permit. Darrah’s engineer promptly responded by saying that the rock was being used on-site
for building pads, roads and banks.

A decade later, in June 2007, the planning commission ordered Darrah to stop the gravel operation on Black
Butte but rescinded that order in September 2007.

After a public hearing on the issue in May, the planning commission again ordered Darrah to stop work until his
permits were in order.

Darrah didn’t return messages left Thursday afternoon at his logging and firefighting companies.

Among the vocal opponents of Darrah’s operation who spoke at the May meeting, quarry neighbor Ron
Vibrans, 60, said he’ll attend September’s meeting, but he’s not planning to speak again.

“I’ll see who says what and how they handle it,” he said.

In the meantime Vibrans — who lives 75 feet from the gravel operation — said the quarry has been quiet this



summer while Darrah and the county try to sort out their differences.

“As long as it’s delayed, there’s nothing going on there,” Vibrans said.


