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California's water hub – the San Francisco Bay-Delta – can no longer do it all. Years of drought, worsening
water pollution, rising water demands and the disappearance of wildlife and habitat have left the Bay-Delta in a
state of environmental collapse. As a result, a multibillion-dollar agricultural economy, coastal fishing fleets
and the 25 million Californians who rely on the Delta for clean drinking water are at severe risk.

This is the deciding moment for California's water future. We can either complete the much-needed long-term
California Bay-Delta Conservation Plan on which the Obama administration, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
water users and other partners have made significant progress, or fall back into an endless cycle of conflict,
litigation and paralysis.

While the conservation plan is still a work in progress, its essential elements are simple.

First, scientists and policymakers alike have concluded that California's economic and environmental health can
no longer tolerate exclusive reliance on a 50-year-old system of pumping water directly through the Delta – a
system that reverses river flows, causes direct harm to fisheries, leads to unreliable water supplies and leaves
many Californians at risk of losing clean water supplies if there were an earthquake.

Therefore, rather than simply pumping water from north to south through the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta,
there is an emerging consensus that we should reduce pressure on the system by also moving water around the
Delta through a water conveyance system, such as a canal or a tunnel.

Second, to help improve water quality and restore the ecosystem to health, the conservation plan calls for the
restoration of tens of thousands of acres of marshes, floodplains and riparian habitats in the Delta.

Third, the conservation plan would establish a detailed monitoring and adaptive management plan for the Delta
that would allow us to use the most up-to-date science to guide the management of water and environmental
resources. We need to be able to adjust the implementation of the plan over time to make the most efficient and
effective use of water resources and management tools.

These three essential elements of the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan are the foundation for a long-term water
strategy that meets the dual goals of restoring the Bay-Delta ecosystem and securing more reliable water
supplies.

Early scientific analysis of the conservation plan offers cause to be optimistic. Preliminary modeling suggests
that a new north-south water conveyance facility – as contemplated by the conservation plan – could be
operated in a manner that would generate annual water exports over the long term that are more reliable, and
greater, than the average annual exports achievable under current conditions. This is good news for California's
economy and environment because it means that with science-based operating criteria and other measures to
address fish and habitat needs, a north-south water conveyance facility could be a major step forward in meeting
the dual goals of ecosystem restoration and water supply reliability.



Of course, there is much more work to do. Our experts are working in partnership with the state and
stakeholders to develop a plan proposal that will meet California's objectives.

Also, at our request, the scientists at the National Academy of Sciences are providing input on what additional
scientific analysis needs to occur to ensure the success of the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan.

As we move forward with the next steps, it is vital that we carry forward the momentum that Schwarzenegger,
the California Legislature, Sen. Dianne Feinstein and the California congressional delegation and many
stakeholders have built for the conservation plan over the past two years.

We can't afford to lose sight of long-term or near-term solutions that benefit all Californians.

To that end, the Obama administration will continue to work closely with all parties to advance the conservation
plan, and we will also aggressively pursue immediate actions to make water supplies more secure.

In 2011, for example, we will continue the innovative water augmentation strategies we initiated in 2010 as an
additional assurance that adequate supplies will be available from the Central Valley Project. These activities,
developed cooperatively with the state and other stakeholders, include more integrated operations with the State
Water Project, source shifting with SWP contractors, and additional types of water transfers within the CVP and
SWP service areas.

Federal agencies are also working together with state authorities in an unprecedented way to conserve water,
improve water quality, address invasive species issues and improve levee integrity.

Taken together, the progress we have made in the last year and the opportunities that lie ahead present an
opportunity for California's water future we can't afford to miss. This is the moment – decades in the making –
to transform a crisis into a lasting legacy of water security and conservation for the state of California.


