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SANTA CRUZ -- Muddy hillsides and wet pavement kept emergency crews busy Sunday as they mopped up
mudslides and helped motorists who lost control on the rain-slick roads.

Crews were busy across the county clearing trees from roads and fixing power poles that had fallen during the
rainstorm that pelted the Central Coast over the weekend. Steady rain is expected through the week, forecasters
say.

"A lot of trees came down, a lot of wires came down," California Highway Patrol officer Grant Boles said. "We
had a large number of solo vehicle accidents on Highway 17, about five or six. They were simply just driving
too fast during wet conditions."

There were no major car accidents on Sunday, Boles said.

The on-and-off rain caused minor problems on Old San Jose Road, where county Public Works crews spent
Sunday morning clearing mud and debris from the southbound lane near the Subud Center.

Traffic was stopped to allow a bulldozer to remove the mud from the road.

Just a few miles north, a mudslide on Soquel San Jose Road near Miller Cut-Off forced drivers to skirt the
northbound lane.

In Boulder Creek, a large tree fell across Highway 9, which slowed traffic until crews could remove it.

"When it's windy and rainy, a lot of trees come down and they take power lines down with them," Boles said.
"It's just a normal stormy day for us."

The soggy weather is far from over.

Forecasters say another heavy dose of rain will fall Tuesday with showers lingering through Christmas Day.

The storm system stretches from northern Mexico to the Oregon border and beyond, meteorologist Diana
Henderson said.

"We'll pick up the heavy stuff again Tuesday night into Wednesday," Henderson said. "We'll have a good dash
of rain right around Christmas Day. It ain't over yet. The rain isn't going away completely."

The storm caused sporadic power outages countywide, including nearly 100 homes and businesses in Pajaro, a
Pacific Gas and Electric spokesman said.

More than 300 homes in The Royal Arch neighborhood on Highway 9 near Felton were in the dark beginning at
1 a.m. Sunday, spokesman J.D. Guidi said.

"All crews are on standby to respond to outages as they occur," Guidi said. "The crews are fighting the weather
conditions as well to get the power restored."


