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A portion of the site once home to a quarry in Niles Canyon will be reclaimed by the city and restored to its
natural state within three years.

Fremont Planning Commission at its Dec. 9 meeting approved a plan submitted by the site's former tenant by a
6-0 vote.

The project involves reclamation of about 19 acres on the 61-acre parcel where Mission Clay Products once
operated a quarry and a clay brick and pipe manufacturing plant.

The reclamation plan involves dismantling all remaining structures including large brick stacks, a water tower
and a segment of an abandoned aqueduct, removing all impervious surfaces and remaining debris, re-grading all
disturbed areas to a topography that blends with the surrounding terrain, and re-vegetation of all disturbed soil
to prevent erosion and re-establish native plant communities consistent with the immediate surrounding area,
according to staff reports.

The immediate end use for the site is open space, which is consistent with the City of Fremont's General Plan
land use designations.

Reclamation will occur in three phases, the first of which will begin in the spring and conclude in the fall of
2013.

According to staff reports, mining and manufacturing uses began at the site in 1908, in response to a surge in
building products demand throughout the Bay Area and following the earthquake of 1906.

Mission Clay Products purchased the site in 1960, and manufactured bricks and clay pipe until 1992. Staff said
at that time Mission Clay Products decommissioned the plant and ceased all operations due to a steady decline
in demand for brick and clay pipe products.

That same year, the planning commission approved a preliminary reclamation plan that was approved by staff
but never finalized.

Fremont City Council approved a general plan amendment in 1994 for a portion of the property that changed it
from .25 dwelling units per acre on open space, to one unit per acre, while some portions of the site remained
"hill face open space."

A permit to demolish the remaining manufacturing facilities and an elevated portion of an abandoned aqueduct
was issued by the city in 1999, and demolition began the following year.

Some of the structures on the site were removed, but demolition was halted, leaving the three brick stacks as
well as portions of firing kilns and building foundations, the roads leading through the site and large amounts of
rubble.

The demolition permit expired in April 2001.



Staff said Mission Clay products submitted a second application for reclamation in September 2002, which was
approved by the planning commission in 2005.

That reclamation plan was scheduled to begin in May 2006 and be completed by October 2009, but that effort
never got started and approvals for the project expired last December.

Late last year, city staff told Mission Clay Products it would proceed with enforcement action for failure to
comply with Surface Mining And Reclamation Act of 1975 if the company did not move forward with
obtaining re-approval of the expired entitlements.


