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Placer County’s Foresthill Bridge will be repainted and earthquake-proofed by a Martinez bridge construction
company.

Golden State Bridge Inc. submitted the lowest of five bids received by the county. The Board of Supervisors
approved a $58.4 million contract Tuesday for what is anticipated to be a three-year job.

Peter Kraatz, county public works deputy director, told supervisors before the 5-0 vote that work should start
this spring on the fourth highest bridge in the nation.

At 730 feet above the North Fork of the American River, the 36-year-old bridge was the third highest in the
nation until this past year’s completion of a new Hoover Dam bridge in Arizona.

Kraatz said the Golden State Bridge bid was 10 percent less than pre-bid estimates.

Work will focus on seismically retrofitting the bridge to today’s standards and re-painting a span that has
retained its original green paintjob for almost four decades . Public Works Director Ken Grehm said in a prior
interview that there are no plans to change the color of the bridge.

Golden State was the principal contractor for a similar restoration-repainting project on Sacramento’s Tower
Bridge. In that case, Sacramento County made a public request for possible changes in the gold color of the
bridge but eventually settled on retaining the original hue.

Eric Peach, a Protect American River Canyons board member, voiced his concerns about plans to raise the
bridge’s pedestrian railing from 4 feet to 6½ feet rather than the initial 8 feet.

Caltrans convinced bridge planners this spring to drop the railing height to 6½ feet to allow an electric arm on
its “snooper” bridge inspection vehicle to reach over the rail.

Peach said that because of the potential for more suicide jumpers and continuing debris dumping, Caltrans
should be convinced to add an extension to its snooper arm to allow it to reach over an 3-foot-high railing.
About 60 people have jumped to their deaths off the bridge.

Peach added that the county should also consider railing that curves inward at the top to further discourage
jumpers or debris throwing.

Supervisors didn’t respond to Peach’s suggestion to have staff work with him on finding a way to install higher,
curved railing.

Work on the bridge will include removing and replacing some structural steel elements, installing new concrete
decking and constructing a new catwalk system.

The board also approved a $6.89 million contract with The Hanna Group for construction management,
inspection and materials testing on the bridge project.

Funding is coming from federal and state highway and bridge seismic retrofit coffers.


