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The tail end of a fast-moving storm hit the Inland area Wednesday, triggering a mudslide on Highway 91 and
blanketing the local mountains in snow. But the severe weather isn't over yet.

Forecasters warned of a cold front that will arrive today and linger through Saturday. Temperatures as much as
20 degrees below normal will be delivered on high winds, said Mark Moede, a meteorologist with the National
Weather Service's office in San Diego.

"That's unbelievable. It could set some new record" lows, he said.

The chill could already be felt Wednesday as firefighters, law enforcement officers and cleanup crews packed
tens of thousands of sandbags, cleared mud and dealt with numerous injury accidents.

Highland, the area hardest hit by last week's storms, was relatively unscathed this time around, but there were
plenty of weather woes elsewhere in San Bernardino and Riverside counties, including potholes, a sinkhole and
flooded roads.

Abel Maldonado, California's acting governor while Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger is out of the state, requested
federal disaster relief for the state on Wednesday. He cited $111.6 million in damage from flooding and severe
mud and debris flows caused by the recent storms in 11 counties, including Riverside and San Bernardino.

In a letter to President Barack Obama, Maldonado says help is needed most in San Bernardino County, where
officials said damage to private and public properties totals $59 million, the worst in the state. Riverside
County's damage is estimated at $11 million.

Wednesday's storm delivered almost a half-inch of rain to most of the region by the time it moved out in the
early afternoon. Big Bear-area ski resorts were rejoicing with about 4 inches of new snow over a nine-hour
period; Mountain High at Wrightwood logged more than 6 inches.

"It's looking phenomenal," said Dan McKernan, spokesman for the Big Bear Lake Resort Association. "We're
looking at a winter wonderland here in Southern California."

The snow meant chains or snow tires were required for highways leading into the San Jacinto and San
Bernardino mountains, including 243, 18 and 38.

The storm was far less than wondrous for drivers on eastbound Highway 91 in Corona. A rain-soaked hillside
just west of Green River Road gave way about noon and sent 6 inches of mud and debris cascading over K-rails
onto the freeway. The two right lanes were closed, snarling traffic to at least Imperial Highway, about eight
miles west in Orange County. The lanes reopened about 5:30 p.m.

STORM DAMAGE

A weather-related accident on Highway 60 in Mira Loma closed four of the five eastbound lanes, according to
the California Highway Patrol. A big rig and at least one passenger vehicle collided about 11:40 a.m. and
reportedly spilled oil across three lanes.



Three large potholes were reported along southbound Interstate 15 near Ontario Avenue, south of Corona.
Southbound Interstate 215 near Box Springs Road in Moreno Valley flooded. The CHP and Riverside County
Sheriff's Department reported a 2-by-5-foot sinkhole on Gavilan Road at Cajalco Road, in the unincorporated
area south of Riverside.

Another pothole on Pala Road just south of Temecula was giving multiple drivers flat tires, the CHP said.

Heavy rain fell at the Menifee-Canyon Lake border, where a 39-year-old mother of three died a week ago when
her car was swept into flood waters.

Goetz Road, where Angela Wright's car went off the roadway on Dec. 20, was closed at Canyon Lake Drive,
just outside Canyon Lake's east gate. The road will remain blocked pending construction to connect Goetz and
Newport roads, officials said. A concrete barrier ensures drivers don't try to get around the blockage.

PROGRESS IN HIGHLAND

In Highland, where a falling hillside still threatens a neighborhood on Autumn Chase Drive, Cal Fire crews
worked to clear the channels they built with sandbags last week.

The channels diverted what on Wednesday was a trickle of water coming off the 100-foot bluff behind the
homes.

"So far the channels are doing what they are supposed to do," said state Department of Corrections Sgt. Paul
Linder, who was overseeing inmate crews.

Residents of the street were evacuated last week out of concern that mud would continue to flow into backyards
or, worse, that the hillside would give way.

On Tyler Street in The Village neighborhood of Highland, Cal Fire crews passed sandbags in a relay line and
stacked them against a house that had been evacuated.

Across the street, residents Magdaleno and Jennie Aguirre are more fortunate. A green sign allowing them to
occupy their home had been taped to their carport.

"I'm happy that I'm here at home," said Magdaleno Aguirre, 75.

About an inch of water invaded his home last week, and quickly receded. The damage was mild compared with
that sustained by many of his neighbors' homes, which were flooded and buried in 5 feet of mud. Aguirre
credited a 4-foot cinderblock wall on the north part of his yard with holding back the mud.

The Aguirres, who have lived in the home since 1963, evacuated Dec. 22 and returned Tuesday. They stayed
with a relative in Highland.

"No matter where you are, if you're not at home, you're not at ease," Magdaleno Aguirre said.


