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Comments made at last week's Temecula City Council meeting have led a member of a boundary-setting panel
to question whether the city should be allowed to annex 4,510 acres on its outskirts.

Phil Williams wants his colleagues on the Riverside Local Agency Formation Commission to waive an $875
application fee so he can officially ask the commission to take a second look at the annexation, which gives
Temecula jurisdiction over the Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve to its southwest.

The seven-member commission, which approves or denies annexation requests, will consider the waiver at 9:30
a.m. Thursday at the County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon St. in Riverside.

Williams, who also serves on the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District board, said he was concerned by
council members' comments at their July 13 meeting suggesting the city would create a master plan for the
rocky, hill-covered area.

When city officials appeared before the commission, they said they wanted to preserve the land as open space,
Williams said.

"If you're going to master-plan something, that's not open space," he said. Declaring land open space means
leaving it alone, he said.

Williams said he won't advocate for or against the annexation should the commission reconsider it.

City officials could not be reached for comment Tuesday.

The land to be annexed is adjacent to the 414-acre site of Liberty Quarry, a proposed open-pit mining operation.
Council members oppose the quarry, fearing it would degrade the Temecula Valley's air and environment.

Last year, the city tried to annex the reserve and the quarry site. But the commission turned Temecula down,
saying the quarry was a regional issue best decided at the Riverside County level. A final version of an
environmental impact report on the quarry plan has yet to be released.

The city revised its annexation proposal to remove the quarry site, and the commission approved the annexation
last month.

City leaders stressed that their annexation had nothing to do with the quarry. They said the city's general plan
calls for the land to be preserved as open space.

But at the July 13 meeting, Councilman Mike Naggar said the city would "master plan" the land.

"We're going to put some trails there. We're going to try to even get a trail that goes all the way to Camp
Pendleton. We're going to stick our park rangers in there," he said. "The future desire to put a quarry there will
become even more incompatible by virtue of us using that land and that area."

To Williams, "that's totally different from what they presented the commission."



The five-member council scorned the commission for requiring Temecula to remove the quarry site from its
sphere of influence, which designates areas that could be annexed in the future.

Councilman Ron Roberts called for a grand jury investigation of the commission. Some city officials have
questioned whether Temecula was given a fair hearing.

Williams called the criticisms "secondary issues." But, he added, "if they truly feel that there's criminal activity,
why not stop everything, find out if there is, handle the situation one way or the other and move on?"


