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San Diego State University has produced what is believed to be the most detailed computer animation ever
made of a hypothetical 8.0 earthquake on the southern San Andreas fault. The publicly-financed simulation was
produced with help from the San Diego Supercomputer Center and the Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

But SDSU won't release the animation, at least in part, because seismologist Kim Olsen is concerned that it
could jeopardize his chances of winning a Gordon Bell Prize, an award given by the Association of Computing
Memory. Olsen, the project's leader, said he prefers to wait until a committee decides this year's prize winners
before he releases the animation, which is meant to benefit emergency and civil planners. The animation, Olsen
said, "Gives us a sense of the worst possible quake scenario on the San Andreas."

We asked the university to persaude Olsen to change his mind because placing the animation online could help
the public better understand the seismic threat posed by the San Andreas. Nearly 250,000 people in San Diego
County have signed up to participate in the Great California Shakeout, a statewide earthquake drill that will be
held in October. There's been increased public anxiety about quakes locally because San Diego County has felt
so many aftershocks to the magnitude 7.2 Easter Sunday quake near Mexicali.

Stanley Maloy, dean of SDSU's College of Sciences, says he respects Olsen's decision to withhold the
animation. "This needs to go through the peer review process so that it could receive more scientific scrutiny,"
Maloy said.

Olsen, who screened the animation for this reporter a few weeks ago, did not discuss peer review at the time.
Instead, he expressed concern about making sure that he met all of the guidelines for having the animation
considered for a Bell Prize.

The animation shows that San Andreas rupturing from the Parkfield area to the Salton Sea. San Diego County
wouldn't didn't the brunt of the seismic energy from such event. But severe shaking would occur, and the energy
would travel from Parkfield to northern San Diego County in about two minutes.


