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April’s 7.2-magnitude earthquake shifted parts of the Imperial Valley southward by 2.5 feet, but parts of the
Mexicali Valley also moved the same distance.

“If Calexico moves, then the whole Baja region moved, too — not just Calexico,” said Ofelia Martinez, of
Mexicali.

Reports in the national media focused on the city of Calexico when they stated the border city had moved 2.5
feet south. Reports referred to the Imperial Valley as the “Calexico region.”

The border region along the fault shifted southward by 2.5 feet, said United States Geological Survey Geologist
Erik Pounders. He said El Centro, Mexicali and other surrounding areas moved along with Calexico.

“It sounds like the whole city has moved, but really it’s along the whole fault boundary that it has moved,”
Pounders said.

The April 4 quake’s epicenter was located 32 miles south of Calexico near Guadalupe Victoria, Baja California,
but the fault it is on runs north into the Imperial Valley, Pounders said.

Estella Arellano, of Mexicali, said the earthquake was not a matter of just Calexico or Mexicali moving.

“Earthquakes don’t recognize borders,” Arellano said. “Borders don’t mean anything to them.”

NASA released a report June 22 showing the Imperial Valley region located nearest the fault shifted southward
by 31 inches, or about 2.5 feet. NASA used complex radar, GPS and satellite imagery techniques to determine
the movement.

Pounders said there is no 2.5-foot gap located in the Valley due to the movement. Instead, there is scarping —
or areas along the fault that are elevated, he said.

“With an earthquake, you don’t open a gaping hole,” Pounders said.

Jovane Camacho, of Imperial, said it was a surprise that the region shifted 2.5 feet to the south.

“I never thought it would happen,” he said as he crossed the border into Calexico. “It is the last thing I
expected.”

Ramon Pedroza Reyes, of Calexico, said the idea that the region shifted more than two feet is difficult to wrap
one’s mind around but it made sense.

“It’s definitely possible, seeing how 80 percent of the buildings are damaged here,” Pedroza said.


