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Across our great state, Californians these past few years have made sacrifices big and small to stay afloat.

But there is one life staple we cannot do without: water. When supplies of our most precious resource dwindle
and rates invariably go up, consumers pay the price.

Californians should keep close watch on the debate over the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. A vast estuary that
serves as a fulcrum for our state's water system, the delta is in crisis, with farmers, industry, cities, suburban
families and a host of fish and wildlife species vitally dependent on its fate.

The delta is a complex ecosystem that hosts 55 species of fish and 750 species of plants and wildlife. It is the
hub of California's water delivery network, with nearly two-thirds of the population reliant on it.

The State Water Project captures water in Northern California and moves it southward through the delta to the
California Aqueduct. The aqueduct funnels water to cities and industries in the Bay Area, San Joaquin Valley
and Southern California.

The Kern County Water Agency, which spans the heart of my district, is one of the State Water Project's largest
customers. In Kern and elsewhere, delta water is a critical source of irrigation for more than 800,000 acres of
highly productive agricultural land, a substantial piece of the state's $30-billion agricultural industry.

While enduring an 85 percent reduction in its supplies, the agency must still pay the full bill for its contract with
the State Water Project to the tune of $79 million.

Agricultural, industrial and urban runoff has polluted the delta. Loss of habitat and water diversions also have
taken a toll, while a multi-year drought has exacerbated the problems.

Non-native species such as the striped bass are key culprits. Non-natives dominate the fishery, and many of
them compete with juvenile salmon and other species for space and food. Striped bass also are predators,
consuming salmon smolts. The delta was home to an estimated 29 native fish species. But 12 of them, including
the delta smelt, have been eliminated or face extinction.

The ripple effects of the delta's ailing condition have been devastating. To help revive salmon populations,
regulators closed the sport and commercial fishing seasons in 2008 and 2009. Losses from the 2008 closure
alone totaled roughly $255 million.

To protect the struggling fish, courts and regulatory agencies have imposed limits on water exports from the
delta. Water districts are forced to raise rates.

The Metropolitan Water District is one compelling example. MWD provides water to 26 Southern California
agencies and supplements local supplies for 19 million people in a six-county service area.

MWD last year was forced to cut supplies for the first time since 1991. It raised rates by almost 20 percent, a



hike that included a $69-per-acre-foot delta surcharge.

And next year could be almost as bad. An initial MWD staff recommendation calls for another rate increase of
13 percent.

I have introduced legislation (AB 2336) tackling one key piece of the problem: predation by invasive species.
My bill would direct the Delta Stewardship Council to assess the adverse effects of predation and recommend
solutions.

It is tempting for everyday Californians to ignore the delta's troubles. Water history is arcane, and progress on
solutions has been agonizingly slow, repeatedly stalled by colliding agendas.

But consumers have a vital stake in this fight. Helping fix the delta helps all of us.


