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AZUSA -- The scope and evaluation of an Azusa Rock Quarry mining proposal remains muddied and unclear,
Duarte and Azusa residents said at an Azusa City Council meeting on Monday.

Azusa residents and Duarte officials spoke in front of more than 200 in attendance at the City Council's second
round of review regarding Vulcan Materials Co.'s mining proposal for the Azusa Rock Quarry.

"With all due respect to your community development director, you are not receiving an A-plus document
tonight," Duarte City Manager Darrell George said. "It is not just flawed, it is profoundly flawed."

The Azusa City Council postponed any additional comment or discussion on the permit following an initial
public hearing in April. At the last hearing, the council asked city staff to review and respond to numerous
comments and a report commissioned by Duarte officials criticizing an environmental impact report on the
project.

Staff went through their findings Monday at the meeting.

"This is not an expansion of mining, this is a relocation of mining," Azusa Community Development Director
Kurt Christiansen said Monday.

Christiansen also directly responded to a report commissioned by Duarte that claimed the mining site was a
landslide and liquefaction threat.

"Blasting would have to be 10,000 times greater to trigger a landslide in the area," Christiansen said.
"Liquefaction is not a threat because if the basin were to be breached, water would flow back into the river."

Christiansen said he is confident city staff has presented the council with an "outstanding" environmental
impact report.

Vulcan has a permit to mine 190 acres near Fish Canyon. The company wants to exchange a permit to mine 80
acres on its eastern property line for 80 undisturbed acres near its western property line.

The 270-acre Vulcan property is in Azusa but rests near the Duarte border. For Vulcan to move forward, Azusa
officials would have to approve Vulcan's plan to mine the western 80 acres.

By 11 p.m., the Council had closed public comment and city staff started answering questions regarding
specific aspects of the project.

The plan has faced an onslaught of opposition from Duarte officials, as well as a campaign from Azusa-based
anti-mining group Save Our Canyon.

Save Our Canyon's Web site has made efforts to show its perspective on the project while disputing claims from
the city staff and Vulcan.



Members of Save Our Canyon submitted a petition Monday with more than 1,300 names of Azusa residents
who oppose the project.

Richard Deem, a Save Our Canyon committee member, again spoke concerning claims that aggregate estimates
were miscalculated.

"The proposed mining plan does expand mining," Deem said. "Implications of expanded mining reserves is not
just that the environmental impact report is flawed, it's that it is wrong."

Duarte officials put $700,000 aside in 2008 in preparation to fight the project. Over the past six months, Duarte
city officials, staff and city lawyers have sent pages of comments to Azusa, publicly chastised the proposal, and
commissioned a report from a geotechnical firm to critique Vulcan's plan.


