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The Coachella Valley cities, along with local governments throughout Southern California, could be responsible
for cutting their transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions by 8 percent in the next 10 years.

Smart, sustainable community planning, rather than government regulations, would need to drive that change.

That was the main message Thursday during a presentation by Hasan Ikhrata, executive director of the Southern
California Association of Governments, that unveiled a plan aimed at helping cities across the region to comply
with Senate Bill 375.

The legislation requires them to come up with land-use plans that will reduce car and light-truck emissions.

The law has been a point of contention for some valley cities and other small towns in Southern California,
where officials see its call for smart planning as code for the kind of high-density, multi-use projects they feel
are inappropriate for their areas.

“I think Sacramento has to get its own house in order before they start dictating to cities,” said Palm Desert
Mayor Cindy Finerty, who was not at Thursday's conference in La Quinta, but recently heard a presentation on
SB 375.

“With the economy where it is, it's not time for implementation of AB 32 and SB 375. It's further going to shut
down our economy,” she said.

Assembly Bill 32, passed in 2006, requires California to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by
2020. SB 375 was passed in 2008 as part of the implementation plan for AB 32.

Ikhrata characterized the 8 percent goal as “ambitious but achievable,” stressing that cities will have flexible
options on how to reach it.

“SCAG doesn't want to tell cities what to do,” he said.

“Cities are doing what SB 375 wants them to do. We need to incentivize them to do more, not give them more
regulations.”

At least one incentive will be a SCAG competition on sustainability initiatives, with the winning city getting a
$2million cash prize, he said.

Deadline approaching

The association has a May 24 deadline for submitting a proposal for SB 375 targets for Southern California to
the California Air Resources Board, which will issue official reduction targets for regions across the state in
September, he said.

James Goldstene, executive officer of the Air Resources board, echoed Ikhrata's emphasis on the positive
aspects of the law, calling it “an opportunity to change the way we've been doing planning.

“There are many opportunities beyond reducing greenhouse gases that will get you where you want to go, only



faster,” he said, pointing to the law's exemptions and streamlining of state environmental regulations for
projects that fit in with regional plans.

Ikhrata also argued that the graying of the population will be a key driver for community planning that
intrinsically will drive down auto use and greenhouse gas emissions.

The Southern California population over age 65 is set to double from 2million to 4 million in the next 25 years,
he said, and developers will build the kind of housing that market demands.

“Housing needs are going to be different; transportation needs are going to be different; health care needs are
going to be different,” he said.

“We're not going to bulldoze single-family homes, but SB 375 allows a discussion of what we're going to need
in the future.”


