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The Yuba Goldfields Access Coalition has sued a state board over a vested rights determination for Western
Aggregates in the Yuba Goldfields, saying the board ignored history and proper hearing protocol when it
granted the company the rights.

Filed last week in Sacramento County Superior Court, the suit said Western Aggregates had only a tangential
relationship to any company that previously had such rights.

As well, the suit alleges the State Mining and Geology Board's hearings didn't allow proper cross-examination
or calling of witnesses, and didn't properly follow other procedures.

"In the nearly 14 years since the expiration of Yuba Goldfields Inc.'s permit for aggregate mining and
processing, Western has engaged in a series of tactics to avoiding obtaining a new permit and thereby subjecting
its operations to (California Environmental Quality Act) environmental review," the suit states.

The state mining board made the vested rights determination in March, even though the attorney for the
coalition and some Yuba County officials said Western Aggregates had no claim to vested rights previously
granted to a since-bankrupt company.

Ted Franklin, an Alameda-based attorney for the coalition, pointed out a predecessor company to Western
Aggregrates at one point applied to Yuba County for a 20-year permit to mine in the Goldfields.

"Yuba Goldfields Inc. obviously didn't think they had vested rights when they did that," Franklin said.

Western Aggregates, the county and nearby residents have engaged in a long-running dispute over the
company's mining operations in the Goldfields. Goldfields neighbors Freda and Bill Calvert, petitioners in the
suit, have said the company has infringed on their property rights on more than one occasion.

The suit asks a judge to find the board did not use proper discretion in its finding, and didn't determine Western
Aggregates could mine in the Goldfields without a permit, in essence throwing out the vested rights
determination.

Franklin said the court has not set a heariing for the suit, but he said it would likely be resolved this year.

An attorney for Western Aggregates and a spokesman for the state mining board did not return calls for
comment Thursday.


