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Barring a last-minute change, Temecula officials will make another pitch to annex roughly 4,500 acres of hilly,
undeveloped land to its southwest during a public meeting next month in Riverside.

While it is not yet official, June 24 is the expected date for the Santa Margarita Area Annexation to come before
the Riverside Local Agency Formation Commission, according to George Spiliotis, the commission's executive
officer.

The hearing would take place at 9:30 a.m. at the County Administrative Center, 4080 Lemon St. in Riverside,
Spiliotis said. The seven-member commission of local officials, county supervisors and a citizen has the power
to approve or deny annexation requests in the county.

City leaders appeared before the commission last summer to argue for a bigger annexation that would have
included the proposed 414-acre site of Liberty Quarry, which would extract millions of tons of tiny rocks called
aggregate that are used as a building material.

The City Council and a grassroots coalition of residents oppose the quarry, fearing it would pollute the air and
ruin the environment, including the Santa Margarita Ecological Reserve next door.

The quarry's developer, Granite Construction, and quarry supporters counter the quarry will not disrupt the
area's ecology. They say it will provide jobs, tax revenue and a vitally needed aggregate source.

By annexing the site, the city hoped to block the quarry by banning open-pit mining in the area. But the
commission ruled the quarry's fate should be decided at the county level.

The city appealed the decision and came back with a revised plan that would annex everything but the quarry
site.

Last September, commissioners ruled that the plan should be considered as a separate application. However, the
commission cut fees in half and waived a one-year waiting period so the city could submit a new application.

If the latest annexation is approved, Temecula would control an area west of Interstate 15 that includes the
reserve and a scattering of households.

Spiliotis said the public will have a chance to speak at the hearing, which would start with a brief presentation
by commission staff.

After that, the city would state its case for annexation. Officials have said the annexation would allow Temecula
to preserve open space and clear the way for more public access to the reserve.

Once the city is done, those in favor of the annexation will speak, followed by annexation opponents. The city
will have a chance at the end to rebut critics' arguments.

Spiliotis said the commission could vote to approve or deny the annexation or approve it with certain
conditions.


