
Senators moving forward with climate change bill

Democratic Sen. John F. Kerry and independent Sen. Joe Lieberman said they plan
to introduce a bill next week despite losing the support of their only Republican
ally, Sen. Lindsey Graham.
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WASHINGTON -- The leading sponsors of a long-delayed energy and climate change bill said Friday they will
press ahead despite losing the support of their only Republican partner.

Sens. John F. Kerry (D-Mass.) and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) said they plan to introduce a bill next week. The
pair made the announcement just hours after Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) said it is impossible to pass the
legislation now because of disagreements over offshore drilling and immigration reform.

Graham has been negotiating with Kerry and Lieberman for months, but said Friday that he doubts the climate
bill has much chance of success.

"Regrettably, in my view, this has become impossible in the current environment," Graham said in a statement.
"I believe there could be more than 60 votes for this bipartisan concept in the future. But there are not nearly 60
votes today, and I do not see them materializing until we deal with the uncertainty of the immigration debate
and the consequences of the oil spill."

Sixty votes are required in the Senate to overcome filibusters.

Kerry and Lieberman said they plan to introduce the bill Wednesday — two weeks after they first pledged to
unveil it.

"We are more encouraged today that we can secure the necessary votes to pass this legislation this year in part
because the last [few] weeks have given everyone with a stake in this issue a heightened understanding that as a
nation, we can no longer wait to solve this problem which threatens our economy, our security and our
environment," Kerry and Lieberman said.

They cited a growing and unprecedented bipartisan coalition from the business, national security, faith and
environmental communities in support of the legislation.

"We look forward to…passing the legislation with the support of Sen. Graham and other Republicans,
Democrats and independents this year," they said.

White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said President Obama remains committed to the energy bill.

"We're also at a time of the year in which gas prices traditionally go up, which I think will be a very public
impetus for getting an energy bill done," Gibbs said. "I know there are a lot of people that have worked long and
hard on this that don't want to see the great progress that's been made walked away from."

Last month, Graham threatened to withhold his support for the climate and energy legislation because he was
angry that Democrats said they would take up a rewrite of immigration policy. That forced Kerry and



Lieberman to postpone the long-awaited unveiling of the legislation, which aims to cut emissions of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases 17% below 2005 levels by 2020.


