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It seems that Proposition 23 was just a test case – a pilot program for a national and global debate on green
energy and technology.

Proponents and opponents of the ballot initiative alike say that what happened in California will set the stage for
a much larger national movement.

In a landslide defeat, Californians renounced a ballot initiative that would have killed the state’s landmark
climate legislation. Both sides say the results have spurred them to take the debate beyond the state’s borders.

But their efforts were immediately complicated by a shift in control of Congress. President Barack Obama
predicted yesterday that he could find common ground with Republican leaders on energy policy, including
boosting natural gas exploration, nuclear energy and the development of electric cars, but political analysts
predicted an era of fights, compromises and smaller thinking.

Bruce Cain, a Washington, D.C.-based political science professor at University of California, Berkeley, told the
New York Times:

It's hard to imagine that you'd ever get a cap-and-trade bill through. It's hard to imagine you'd ever get a
comprehensive immigration bill with a pathway to citizenship. I just don't think big, massive bills like that have
a shot.

Cain noted that if California's anti-global warming regulations are successful, they could serve as a model for
the nation – eventually. It took two decades for federal regulators to follow the Golden State's clean-air
regulations.

Nevertheless, those behind the defeat say Prop. 23’s loss will be a wake up call to federal legislators that people,
irrespective of party affiliation, support clean energy and a new green economy. Congress failed to pass national
cap-and-trade legislation earlier this year that would have placed a ceiling on carbon emissions produced by
refiners and energy companies.

“A great big message has been delivered by the rank-and-file citizens out here in California, and they voted and
we know what they think,“ said George Schultz, former secretary of state and co-chair of the “No on 23”
campaign, at the press conference. “We need to deliver for them because they have delivered to us.”

Schultz and other opponents of the initiative, including Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, spoke at press conference
yesterday to discuss and celebrate the proposition’s defeat.

Schwarzenegger said Prop. 23’s defeat would energize a coalition of environmental groups and policy makers,
like himself, to get this “environmental policy and energy debate going again, and jump-start it again.”

However, those who supported the proposition saw a different message in the initiative’s defeat. Anita Mangels,
spokeswoman for the “Yes on 23” campaign, said that "despite being outspent 3-to-1, nearly three million
voters supported the initiative" – proof that climate legislation is not universally supported.

“I think nationally, other states and the federal government have decided against overly aggressive climate



change policies in support of a stable economy,” she said. “I think California will become the guinea pig for
runaway costs.”

A spokesman for Valero Energy Corporation also saw silver in the proposition’s defeat.

“We do believe that Prop. 23 and the votes it received will have an influence on the final rules and regulations
in California as well as across the U.S.,” said Bill Day.

Valero spent more than $5 million in support of the proposition.

The proposition failed by a double-digit margin, slightly more than 22 points. While 2,806,234 Californians
(38.9 percent) voted for the ballot initiative, 4,404,634 (61.1 percent) voted against it.


