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Recent concerns about oil rig safety following the Deepwater Horizon spill in the Gulf of Mexico prompted Lt.
Governor Abel Maldonado on Tuesday to sign an executive order strengthening environmental protections.
Maldonado is serving as the acting governor while Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger visits Asia.

The signing ceremony at Goleta Beach was attended by Goleta Mayor Eric Onnen, Mayor Pro-Tem Margaret
Connell, City Council Member Roger Aceves, Santa Barbara Mayor Helene Schneider, Dr. Dan Secord, and
Vice-Chancellor of UCSB Michael Witherell.

“My grandfather said one thing to me that I’ll never forget,” Maldonado said, in a speech before signing the
order. “‘Son, they don’t make coastline anymore, they stopped making it a long time ago and if you don’t
protect it, no one will.’”
The order requires entities that operate offshore drilling facilities to have a 30-day response plan for
uncontrolled spills by July 1, 2011.

Current legislation only requires a 7-day response plan. It also requires third-party inspections for blowout
preventers by January 31, 2011 and specifies conditions that preventers must meet such as compatibility with a
rig’s design and equipment.

“[This order] will send a strong message to the folks that have wells off the coast and to the people of California
that we are committed to protecting the coast because it is the economic stability of the great state of
California,” Maldonado said in a speech before signing the order.

The other attendees voiced their support for the order.

“As long as we’re drilling off of our coastline we need to do everything we can to protect and prevent spills
from happening and to respond effectively,” Schneider said.

Secord recalled coming to Santa Barbara after the 1969 Platform A blowout that spilled over 80,000 barrels of
oil on Santa Barbara beaches.

“It was a terrible, terrible time for Santa Barbara and we do not want that anymore,” Secord said.


