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The Central Sierra Mining Association celebrated its resurrection at Mel & Faye’s Banquet Room last Friday
night, as nearly 80 members and other interested citizens partook of the excellent spread laid out by Mara and
Bart Gillman and their staff.

Mining once stood alongside lumber production as a cornerstone of the economy in both Amador and Calaveras
counties. Not only gold, which brought world-wide fame, as well as revenue, but fine ceramic clays, cement and
sands were mined locally, bringing jobs and a sense of solidity to the Central Sierra area. The enthusiasm shown
at the CSMA dinner may be a sign that it’s time for a return to those days of shovel-borne prosperity.

The CSMA has been given a major boost by the renewed interest in mining engendered by the Sutter Gold
Mining Company, which is on the verge of gold production at its mine between Sutter Creek and Amador City.
Sutter Gold reserved 18 places at the dinner tables on Friday.

CSMA Director Tim Smith presided over the evening’s activities, which included an election of directors,
presentations on two issues important to small mine operators, a concise outline of Sutter Gold’s plan, and some
words from Madera County Supervisor Frank Bigelow, a candidate for California’s newly drawn 5th Assembly
District, which includes Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, El Dorado, Placer, Tuolumne, Mariposa, Madera and
Mono counties.

Four of Amador County’s five supervisors were in attendance — Brian Oneto, Ted Novelli, Louis Boitano and
Richard Forster — as well as former Calaveras County Supervisor Mike Dell’Orto, a mining advocate running
for a return to that county’s board, and Amador County Planning Director Susan Grijalva.

Smith addressed regulations applicable to idle mines, a particularly knotty issue to small miners in the region.
“The State Mining and Geology Board appears to be going in the right direction,” he said.

“We could see the regulations coming down from the state on the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act,” said
Smith. “We decided to take on some of the issues within the Act.” He passed out a list of CSMA proposals,
telling the assembled miners that the list would be sent on to the next senator or assembly person to represent
the region in the California government.

With no new nominations put forward, Dell’Orto, Smith, Doug Ketron, Ed Swift, Ted Allurd, David Cochrane
and Tom Swett were elected as directors of the CSMA by a show of hands.

Damien Galford, of EnviroMINE, gave a brief legislative overview of 27 proposed industrial storm water
permit changes. Smith remarked afterward that implementation of the proposed changes would increase the
difficulty level for small-mine operators, and that the CSMA would be monitoring them, with a pro-active role
in mind.

Sutter Gold Mining Company Vice President – Environmental Health & Safety David Cochrane laid out the
company’s plan to begin mining in the near future, with a goal of producing 23,000 ounces of gold per year for
the next five years.

The final speaker for the evening was Bigelow, who engaged members of the audience in exchanges, eliciting



their opinions of the obstacles to successful operation of small mines.

“We’re all affected (by regulations),” said Bigelow. “There isn’t a person in this room who isn’t affected.”


