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Oct. 21 marks the anniversary of one of the biggest earthquakes to occur in California. It was on that date in
1868 that a quake measuring 7.0 shook the Hayward Fault.

Historians believe the epicenter was located near the town of Hayward, at that time a sleepy community in what
was largely farming country in the East Bay. The temblor struck at 7:53 a.m.

There was loss of life -- 30 people were killed -- and damage was widespread. Most of the buildings in
Hayward were damaged or destroyed. San Francisco also suffered significant damage.

At the time, according to Census figures, about 24,000 people were living in the East Bay. Today, 144 years
later, the population is closer to 2.5 million. Experts say a similar jolt on the Hayward Fault is due to strike at
any time. Loss of life and structural damage are likely to be far worse.

Local historian and author Richard Schwartz is giving a slide lecture on this important event in East Bay history
on Oct. 27 at Spengers Restaurant, 1919 Fourth St. in Berkeley. Sunday is the last day to preregister for the
dinner and talk. The program sponsor, Builders Booksource, is accepting reservations and prepayment for the
event, at 510-845-6874. The cost is $30 per person.

One of the buildings that crumbled that morning was the county courthouse, then in San Leandro. The
courthouse janitor was killed. When it came time to build a new courthouse, county supervisors decided to
relocate to Oakland, changing the Alameda County seat when they did so. This decision would certainly have
big implications for future developments in area history.

The tallest building then standing in Oakland was the three-story commercial block known as the Wilcox
Building at the corner of Broadway and Ninth Street, in the heart of the city's main business district. Today we
know it as Old Oakland, and the Wilcox Building is still standing. Contemporary accounts state that the
structure withstood the shaking because its walls were well-tied together with metal rods.

Schwartz, who is also a building contractor who works on residential retrofitting when not researching local
history, wants people to know the facts.

"The Big Game is this weekend," he said, at the newly renovated stadium sits atop the Hayward Fault. "It can
hold 50,000 people. That's twice the number of folks living in Alameda County 144 years ago. ... Just sayin' "
he added.

For more on the history of the 1868 Earthquake, I recommend the Alameda County Historical Society website
at www.alamedacountyhistory.org.

To find out more about how the Wilcox Building in Old Oakland survived the quake, sign up for the final Old
Oakland free walking tour of the season on Oct. 24. Details are available at www.oaklandnet.com/walkingtours.
The tour lasts 90 minutes and reservations are recommended, but not required, and can be made by calling 510-
238-3234.


