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Hydraulic fracturing may be a hot topic but should not incite panic among local water agencies, a Ventura
County groundwater specialist told a large crowd at an Oxnard hotel Thursday.

The process of extracting oil and gas commonly called fracking should be added to concerns that water agencies
and policymakers monitor, said Steven Bachman, groundwater policy manager for the United Water
Conservation District.

But it does not now appear to threaten Ventura County's groundwater, he told a full house at a breakfast
meeting of the Association of Water Agencies of Ventura County."We have some definite threats to
groundwater in Ventura County. Let's not forget those," Bachman said. "Those ones are the big ones —
overdraft, salts and nutrients that are in the aquifer from man-made activities, and surface spills in critical
areas."

Fracking is further down the list, he said.

The association, which includes water wholesalers, water users and elected officials, invited three panelists to
speak on the topic Thursday. Bachman was asked to speak on local implications.

Fracking involves pumping a mixture of water, sand and chemicals into deep rock formations at high pressure
to create or widen cracks and release oil or natural gas.

In recent years, questions have been raised about the procedure's potential links to tainted groundwater or
seismic activity. State and federal agencies are studying impacts of the long-standing practice and possible
regulations. Fracking also is the subject of a new movie drama, "Promised Land."

"There is a lot of publicity and concern about horizontal fracking in the national media," said David Ossentjuk,
a panelist and Westlake Village attorney specializing in the oil and gas industry.

While vertical fracking has been around since the 1940s, horizontal fracking is relatively new, and regulations
are behind the curve, he said. "The pace of technology has outpaced regulators' ability to keep up."

State officials are studying possible regulations, and several legislators have proposed laws to require
disclosures from companies using hydraulic fracturing in the state. Those include disclosing exactly where they
are fracking and the chemicals used in the practice, speakers said.

While such disclosures are not mandatory in California, some companies have indicated hydraulic fracturing
sites on well records and an industry website.

Bachman said records show a few sites in Ventura County. None was in an aquifer, which would be a larger
concern. he said.

After Thursday's meeting, officials said they want to spend more time on the topic.

"I thought it was very informative. It's such a hot topic right now in Ventura County," said Sheldon Berger, a
director of the United Water Conservation District.


