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Since returning to the governor’s office in January 2011, Jerry Brown has talked about state regulations — a lot.
A Nexis database search shows more than 3,000 newspaper stories dealing with Brown and regulations since
then.

The main theme the governor has expressed over and over is that the state has too many regulations, inhibiting
economic growth and keeping down state revenue. A frequent target is the California Environmental Quality
Act, which Brown depicts as the main hurdle he faced when trying to revitalize Oakland while serving as the
city’s mayor.

This candor about the downside of regulations is wonderful to hear from a prominent California Democrat. As
detailed in today’s Fixing California essays elsewhere in this section, many powerful Golden State politicians
(and many of their liberal followers) simply don’t care if heavy regulations prevent job creation, and some hold
the astounding view that there is no link between regulations and the economy at all.

Which brings us to a second theme that Gov. Brown offers up on this topic: His belief that addressing this
problem is particularly difficult because of “the torturous personalities and obstacles and opportunities that are
embedded in the legislative process.”

Brown is right. But he must not give up fighting the good fight for regulatory relief. California remains mired in
its worst sustained period of economic misery since the Great Depression. Nearly one in four residents live in
poverty; more than one in six adults looking for full-time work can’t find such jobs. It’s not just laid-off middle-
aged workers who face grim times; it’s recent college graduates.

So what can the governor do? To the fullest extent that is legally possible, he should work around the
Legislature. Copy the ideas of other successful states. Sharply streamline the number of different regulatory
agencies that startup businesses have to report to and satisfy. Propose tax changes that incentivize job creation
with credits. Start a “fix of the month”club in which Brown recognizes the government official or agency who
has come up with a smart way to encourage economic growth.

Brown should also take a hard, objective look at his own creation — the Governor’s Office of Business and
Economic Development — to see what, if anything, it has accomplished. If its record is weak, then perhaps it’s
time to have a Cabinet-level state “jobs czar”whose sole focus is helping create employment. The first task for
the jobs czar could be overseeing the nascent regulation of the hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, of the state’s
enormous Monterey Shale oil reserves.

One way or the other, it’s time for fresh thinking about how to create jobs in California. It’s time to make the
Golden State much more open for business. It’s time to get rid of the complacent mindset of too many state
leaders — men and women who would rather shrug off vast economic misery than do anything about it.


