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Cities and states will lead the way in adapting to climate change and implementing rules to help limit
temperature increases, officials said yesterday after a Los Angeles meeting of President Obama's Task Force on
Climate Preparedness and Resilience.

Following a closed-door meeting with Obama administration officials, California Gov. Jerry Brown (D), Illinois
Gov. Pat Quinn (D) and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti (D) told reporters that they had talked about how they
are dealing with the effects of warming. The task force also heard from representatives from "Vermont to
Florida, Ohio to Texas, from Alaska to Hawaii and Washington state to California," Garcetti said.

California is adopting policies that are "leading the country and leading most of the other nations, but we can't
do it alone," Brown said. The stakes are enormous, he added.

"At the end of the day, we're just beginning. We're taking baby steps," Brown said. "We're going into what will
be a tsunami of climate change if we don't accelerate what we're all doing. This is an important step, but a very
small step on where we have to ultimately go."

The governors and Garcetti, as well as other city leaders, conferred with U.S. EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy, White House Council on Environmental Quality Chairwoman Nancy Sutley, White House Director
of Intergovernmental Affairs David Agnew and Department of Energy Deputy Secretary David Poneman.
Obama has asked the task force to develop recommendations it will submit by the end of the year.

"The president has made it very clear to the agencies that we are moving forward and we are taking action on
climate," McCarthy said. "State and local governments understand the need to do this. They are actually taking
action that not only addresses the greatest public health challenge of our time, which is climate change," but
also keeps communities growing.

There is a preliminary emphasis on transportation and infrastructure, the group said. There also is a look at
building microgrids that are reliant and have distributed generation. Clean energy finance and turning federal
loan guarantees into private finance also will play a part, they said.

During the meeting in Garcetti's offices, "at least 80 percent of talk" was on specific ways climate change is
affecting cities and states, the mayor said. "This is about burrowing down into actual solutions," he said.

"It's about creating a checklist of things," Garcetti said. Those in the task force are sharing information about
steps they are taking, including such things as solar installation ordinances, feed-in tariffs for green energy,
traffic standards for streets that help water reinfiltrate, renewable power mandates and "making sure we're not
leaving anything behind."

"We'll be setting some very particular goals, at least for ourselves at the local level," he said. "We'll try to
measure and quantify what we're able to achieve."



Making it about people and prices

The task force also wants to humanize climate change, Garcetti said.

"This issue is about people, not about statistics, not about global trends," Garcetti added. "It is felt, the impact
locally. Here in Los Angeles, we feel that with the historic drought. Here in Los Angeles, we feel that with
rising ocean levels that would endanger economic output of our port, which accounts for 43 percent of the
goods that come into America." There are drier and drier years and devastating fires, he said.

Asked how the group would get citizens on board when there still is doubt about climate change, Brown said it's
about showing the broader impact of warming. The historic drought in California, he said, had wide reach.

"California provides a significant part of the fruits and vegetables that are consumed by Americans, in fact
consumed all over the world," Brown said. "This will affect food prices."

"The long-term significance here is what's next, what's next year, what's the year after," Brown added. Given
the drought, people have asked him "what are you going to do to get water," he said. "Water is a part of the
hydrologic cycle. What we're doing is interrupting the hydrologic cycle."

The state needs to take steps like recycling water, groundwater management and improving storage, Brown
said, "but at the end of the day, we have to reduce the negative impact on climate, because that will just make
our drought efforts for naught over time."

But the governor also conceded that it's difficult to get people to grasp the reality of climate change.

"The time for people to be aware of climate change has not quite arrived, yet, but I will do all that I can to wake
people up," Brown said. "This is serious; it's hard to grasp."

He compared it to 1914, at the start of World War I, when no one could look down the road and see the turmoil
that the next decades would bring.

"We're kind of in the same situation today," Brown said. "How we are going to pull out of it is not clear, but it's
one of my priorities to emphasize the dangers of climate change. In California, we're going to do everything we
can."


