
Gravel mining affects us all 
Pam Van Brocklin, Davis Enterprise, 7-30-14 

Another off-channel mining excavation is being proposed to start in three to five years. More than 300 
acres of prime productive agricultural land will be turned into a 280-acre gravel pit between County 
Roads 98 and 95. This could force the Moore Canal, a major irrigation canal, to be realigned and then 
reconnected past the mining area if Yolo County Flood Control agrees to the proposal. 

Our underground aquifer is already stressed due to mining along Cache Creek. When will Yolo County 
step up to control the mining ordinances and take incentives to properly maintain water management? If 
they don’t stop allowing the destruction of our agriculture land by mining depths of 100 to 350 feet 
depending on gravel and rock found, how will our water source recharge? 

This off-channel mining will affect us all, especially residents and businesses in the area. The collapse of 
water stratum will lead to the contamination of land and ground water, health hazards, noise, dust, wildlife 
displacement, increased traffic, decreased property values and the leaching stagnant groundwater into the 
aquifer. 

What will happen to our wells after millions of tons of gravel are removed from the area? How will the 
Cache Creek aquifer replenish its water source, especially with more dry years to come? 

It has taken less than 15 years for the Storz pit to be at the stage it is now. At the end of mining on the 
Shifler property, there will be a 110-foot hole in the ground that takes up more than 100 acres. The ground 
will be virtually worthless. 

Your area could be next. We need to protect our water sources, not destroy them by taking away the 
land’s natural filtration system. 

Contact all our Yolo County Board of Supervisors at www.yolocounty.org. Put a stop to this before it is 
too late. 
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