
Wasco project would treat oil wastewater for reuse 
John Cox, Bakersfield Californian, 1-23-15 

In another sign oil field wastewater treatment is gaining steam locally, an Arizona company plans to build 
a $10 million processing plant in Wasco. 

Sweetwater Tech Resources LLC's proposed 33,000-square-foot facility on 7.5 acres at 591 J St. would 
treat up to 350,000 gallons a day of "produced water" -- the salty fluid that comes up from the ground with 
oil -- that would otherwise be hauled by truck to Los Angeles County for processing. 

Using newly patented technology already being used at a much smaller industrial plant in Kansas, the 
Tucson-based company hopes to divert the treated water for use in local agriculture. 

If all goes well, the Wasco plant would be expanded to nearly twice its initial capacity within 18 months 
after opening, for an added cost of $1 million, said Sweetwater manager Dundee Kelbel. 

He said the company has secured about $2.5 million in private money and is in the "final throes" of securing 
another $8 million in financing from New York private equity group Raven Capital Management. 

The 15-employee Wasco project, anticipated to open in the fall, comes amid heightened interest in local oil 
producers' wastewater management practices. 

With regulators increasing scrutiny of the industry's disposal practices, oil companies are considering 
alternatives such as blending produced water with freshwater to increase farmers' irrigation supplies, and 
testing new technologies for cleaning up wastewater that would otherwise be flushed underground. 

Sweetwater's process involves many steps, but the key is a technique called "electrocoagulation," which 
makes suspended solids easier to remove from water. 

Partnering with a local wastewater transportation company that has contacts in the local oil industry, 
Sweetwater has received a conditional use permit and a building permit from the city of Wasco. It has also 
applied for, but has not yet received, a wastewater discharge permit for byproduct liquids. 

Kelbel said Sweetwater selected Kern County for the site because of what he sees as growing local demand 
for wastewater disposal services and for freshwater irrigation. 

One of the companies working with Sweetwater on the project is Bakersfield's Aqua Operations. That 
company's co-owner, regulatory compliance specialist Clint Hilderbrand, said he and his business partner 
are enthusiastic about the technology's potential to maximize local water resources. 

"The timing is ideal for us to be trying to reuse every drop of water we can," he said.  
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