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JACKSON --Contractors aren’t wasting any time trying to relieve pressure from the old Eastwood Multiple-
Arch Dam in a hilly neighborhood just above downtown Jackson. 

This summer, the dam failed every structural test performed by the Army Corps of Engineers. Among other 
things, it was built using old mine cables instead of rebar. 

“There are parts where the cabling is exposed, there are cracks, the cracks are falling apart ... pieces were 
falling off as they were inspecting it, “said Charlie Ridenour, an engineer for the California Department of 
Toxic Substance Control. 

The 99-year-old dam is one of several that hold back sandy waste from the gold extraction process of the 
historic Argonaut Mine that shut down in 1942. Among its legacies -- tailings and mining waste behind the 
40-foot-high dam that stretches longer than a football field. 

The tailings contain dangerous levels of arsenic, lead and mercury. 

“Modeling shows that if it did fail, it could send tailings through downtown Jackson totaling 15 feet thick,” 
said Ridenour. 

The damage could be up to $100 million. 

It's no wonder DSTC is stepping in before the rainy season to begin work on diverting any water that might 
mix with the tailings by fashioning drainage channels around the outside of the dam. 

A culvert will also be built to channel water away from the face of the dam. 

There is a greater sense of urgency given the long-range weather forecast. 

“El Nino is coming, and that’s why we’re working on getting this plan together and working with our 
emergency action plan and be ready for whatever may happen,” said Mike Daly, Jackson city manager. 

The long-term fix is a repair of the dam with new concrete -- a $6 million to $8 million job that will take two 
years. 

Right now, no one knows where the money will come from. A possible funding source is the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, which is considering putting the site on its superfund priority list. 


