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AZUSA -- The relics of mining in the 1980s that scarred the hillside north of Azusa for decades are finally 
gone, a promise fulfilled by the company that will be mining in the quarry until 2038. 

Vulcan Materials Co. reached the significant milestone recently as the mining firm completed the first phase 
of reclamation, completely removing the Mayan steps from the eastern side of Azusa Rock Quarry before the 
Aug. 19 deadline. The company also is ahead of schedule for the second phase of its reclamation work, 
officials said during a recent tour of the site. 

“They have kept their word with all the work that’s being done,” Azusa Mayor Joe Rocha said. “And they 
are very good community partners.” 

The mining company — which has a permit to mine 190 acres of its 270-acre property — reached an 
agreement with Azusa in 2010 that required Vulcan to restore the hillside with native vegetation, use new 
technology to rebuild the hillside and increase the amount the city earns from mining in exchange for being 
able to amend the mining permit to mine the 80 acres on the western side of the quarry instead of the east 
side.  

The amendment, which moved mining operations closer to neighboring Duarte and allowed the mining of 
Van Tassel Ridge, prompted Duarte to begin a legal battle that ended in 2013. 

Vulcan also is required by the agreement with Azusa to complete a certain amount of reclamation work 
before mining can begin. The company already opened an access path through the quarry to the Fish Canyon 
trailhead in 2014 and is in the process of restoring plant life to the eastern side of the quarry. 

“Five years from today, people will see it (the hillside) starting to look more natural,” Vulcan’s Special 
Projects Manager Jeff Cameron said. 

How Vulcan is changing the hillside 

The 30- to 50-foot benches, locally known as the Mayan steps, have been completely replaced by 1- to 2-foot 
microbenches that, over time, will contour to form a more natural-looking hillside, Vulcan officials said. 

The giant benches have been there since the mid- to late 1980s when previous owner Azusa Rock Inc. 
excavated them under a permit granted in 1956, according to Richard Jones, Vulcan’s geological services 
manager of the Western and Mountain West divisions. Vulcan bought the site in 1999 and had been in talks 
with the city since 2007 to reclaim the Mayan steps in exchange for mining Van Tassel Ridge on the west 
side of the quarry. 

The company has been hydroseeding, or spraying the microbenches with seeds to mimic the natural 
pollination process, as well as planting individual native plants around the mountain, Cameron said. Vulcan 
is required to monitor that growth for five years, replanting as necessary when wild animals like deer come 
in and eat the vegetation in the first two years. They also use GPS to track 120 succulents that were salvaged 
from the mountainside and replanted this year. 



Biologists visit the site regularly to monitor plant growth, coming to the site twice a week from February 
through August during bird nesting season, which included a red-tailed hawk this year. 

“We want to make sure we’re not impeding nature,” Cameron said. “It’s a permit condition, too.” 

Though from far away the work doesn’t seem to be progressing, there is a good amount of growth on the 
hillside. 

“You’re dealing with native species, so you’re not going to see this … rainforest in one season or one 
month,” Cameron said. “But it actually does react, the seedlings do pop up and the seedlings do look show 
up a lot more than you think, when you get up there.” 

Balancing water needs during a drought 

The Azusa mayor, who can see the quarry from his home, said he was concerned about water usage during 
the state’s ongoing drought. The company uses water as part of the reclamation, as well as to minimize dust 
coming from the site into the residential neighborhoods nearby. Vulcan officials, however, said they use 
water only when necessary. 

The container plants are maintained through an extensive drip irrigation system and the company uses 
targeted sprinklers and mist blowers to keep the dust down while work is ongoing. The company uses some 
of its wells to source the water, as well as using water from other sites in the area, Cameron said. 

“What we try to do is be sensitive,” he said. “We’re aware of what the situation is in California today, but we 
also have to be aware and sensitive of what our permit requires us to do, so that’s where we try to use water 
when we need to.” 

Dust complaints continue 

The dust continues to bother some Duarte residents, though. Beverly Moline, who has lived in her Duarte 
home since 1963, said her family no longer eats outdoors when they visit. 

“The last two years it’s been worse,” Moline said. “I have nice patio furniture I got from Costco and I wipe 
over it and the paper towel is absolutely black and sometimes greenish.” 

Cameron said the company uses special misters that spray the dirt and rocks that are being removed from the 
mountains. There also are moveable sprinkler heads that workers can adjust to target parts of the mountain 
that aren’t being covered by the misters. 

“The key thing we have to do is comply with AQMD (South Coast Air Quality Management District) with 
dust suppression,” Cameron said.  
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