
Public Responds to ERG Cyclic Steam Project  
Oil company seeks to drill more than 230 wells in northern SB County 

Keith Carls, KEYT (Santa Barbara television), 9-18-15 

Santa Barbara County Planning and Development Department's Energy and Minerals Division hosted a 
public "scoping meeting" in Santa Maria Wednesday night as part of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
process for ERG's proposal to drill more than 230 new wells in northern Santa Barbara County using the 
cyclic steam injection process. 

Steam injection is an increasingly common method of extracting heavy crude oil. The enhanced oil recovery 
method uses recycled water and is the main type of thermal stimulation of oil reservoirs. 

The County Energy Division says the scoping meeting discussion is limited to understanding the proposed 
project and associated environmental concerns, including potential mitigation measures and possible 
alternatives to the project 

"This scares the hell out of me that they are planning on building a lot more when they cannot control what 
they have already", says Cat Canyon resident and longtime ERG critic Kathy Deputy, "I keep hearing how 
they are using recycled water, okay, when you have water that is coming from oil wells, it’s got all the 
chemicals in it that they drill the well with, it has acid, it has numerous things, and then they are telling you 
that they are cleaning this water up and that’s what they are going to use for their steam flow project." 

Deputy was among several north county residents who voiced concern or opposition to the ERG cyclic steam 
project including those who live next to the company’s existing wells in the Cat Canyon Area. 

"We don’t know what’s going on", said one Cat Canyon property owner, "as lay people we’re out here, 
paying our taxes, doing all the responsible things, we don’t want to be looking over our shoulder and not 
being notified and told in advance here’s what we are trying to do." 

Others voiced support for the ERG project saying it will financially benefit many people who rely on 
royalties from oil production on their property. 

"I think the EIR should take a look at the economic impact on those people, most of them, or a lot of them, 
are senior citizens who could desperately, dearly use the income and the value of their asset is affected by 
this project", said Cat Canyon property owner Ed Hazard, "to produce this oil under the strictest 
environmental standards probably in the world, to put it in a pipeline and refine it in California and then to 
use it in California, seems to be the most environmentally sound way to use petroleum." 

ERG filed for bankruptcy earlier this year amid the sharp decline in crude oil prices. 

The company continues to employ dozens of people with its operations in northern Santa Barbara County. 

The EIR for the the ERG cyclic steam project is expected to be completed by the end of the year before it is 
presented to the Santa Barbara County Planning Commission for further review. 

To read more about the ERG project and to file a comment go to: 
http://www.sbcountyplanning.org/energy/projects/WestCatCanyon.asp. 
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