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SALINAS -- A local environmental organization will launch an effort to ban fracking and limit other oil 
stimulation techniques in Monterey County on Tuesday. 

Protect Monterey County, a nonprofit coalition, has scheduled a news conference for 11 a.m. at the County 
Courthouse in Salinas to announce submission of a notice of intent to circulate a petition aimed at placing a 
measure on the fall ballot that would establish a ban on the controversial hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, 
process and restrictions on other “dangerous” techniques such as cyclic steam injection. 

Protect Monterey County spokeswoman Luana Conley said the event will include comments from Pacific 
Grove’s Robert Frischmuth, a retired chemical engineer in the oil and gas industry, and Aromas’ Andrew 
Hsia-Coron, a veteran of similar ballot measures in Santa Cruz, San Benito and Santa Barbara counties. Both 
are helping lead the organization’s anti-fracking effort. 

A ban on fracking is needed, according to the organization, because the county remains one of the few oil-
producing areas in the state that lacks “specific regulations and a permitting process” for oil and gas 
operations and has allowed “blanket” use permits for oil drillers with little county oversight or environmental 
review. 

The organization pointed out that an attempt to establish a moratorium on fracking while state regulations 
were being developed, and to establish local rules, was rejected by a split Board of Supervisors last year 
despite a unanimous county Planning Commission recommendation and strong public support.  

It noted that neighboring Santa Cruz and San Benito counties had already established fracking bans. 

“If our elected officials won’t protect our water and health, our only recourse is to pass a citizens initiative 
that will,” the organization said in a release. 

Conley said the petition language will be released to the public at the announcement, but acknowledged it 
will propose limitations on oil stimulation techniques beyond fracking. 

Fracking involves the high-pressure injection of water mixed with chemicals and sand into the ground to 
create gaps that allow oil and gas to be extracted. It has been criticized for threatening underground water 
sources and prompting seismic activity.  

While Conley admitted the organization is not unanimous in its support for taking on other extraction 
techniques beyond fracking, she said there is agreement on the need to protect the area’s water supply. 

“We want to protect our water,” Conley said. “We’re very cohesive around protecting our water.” 

The petition comes as a spate of TV and radio ads promoting oil and natural gas development, backed by 
energy industry-linked Californians for Energy Independence, have been hitting the local airwaves for 
weeks, clearly anticipating a challenge at the ballot box. 

Conley said the organization plans to start training staff next month and then begin collecting signatures. The 
goal, she said, is 20,000 signatures, about three times the minimum 7,400 valid signatures needed to qualify 



the measure for the ballot. The organization has about six months to collect the required number of valid 
signatures.  


