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Southern California was supposed to be dealing with rain, floods and mudslides from El Niño at 
this time of year. 

Instead, the region is dealing with heat and even the occasional brush fire. Fullerton on Sunday 
was the hottest place in America -- at 89 degrees -- and Ventura firefighters battled a brush fire 
that for a time threatened homes. 

The heat wave set a new record for the day at Los Angeles International Airport on Monday (89 
degrees) and tied a record in downtown San Francisco (74). Oakland Airport and Monterey also 
hit record highs for the day on Monday. 

Officials said more potentially record-breaking temperatures -- as well as strong winds -- are on 
tap for Tuesday, when highs could get into the 90s. 

So what's going on? 

While forecasters still say El Niño storms are likely, Southern California has been kept dry 
by masses of high pressure sitting southwest of California, and on top of Southern California and 
Nevada. This type of system repels storms. 

Northern California has seen plenty of snow and rain this winter. 

The water content in the snow in the northern Sierra Nevada on Friday was pegged at 124% of 
average. For the central Sierra, it was 115% of average and for the southern Sierra, 93%. For the 
three regions combined, it was 111%. 

State officials say the snowpack water content needs to be at 150% of average to come close to 
digging California out of the drought. That's an ambitious benchmark that will be difficult to 
achieve, and it's more likely that California will be about average for the year, officials say. 

But this week, the north is also recording hot, dry conditions. 

In fact, the latest forecast shows mostly dry, hot conditions for much of the state for the next 
week or more -- with little rain in store. 

What is the forecast? 

Hot Santa Ana wind conditions will continue through Wednesday, with the strongest winds 
expected to hit Los Angeles and Ventura counties Monday. 

Temperatures will climb into the high 80s Monday and Tuesday on the coast and in the valleys 
as humidity drops. Valley temperatures could top 90. 



What is the fire danger? 

Strong winds could top 70 mph for parts of Los Angeles and Ventura counties Monday, 
increasing the risk of potentially volatile fire conditions. 

Firefighters were put on alert as powerful offshore winds, unseasonably warm temperatures and 
dry conditions prompted a red flag warning due to extreme fire danger in both counties. The 
conditions could lead to “rapid fire growth and extreme fire behavior,” the National Weather 
Service warned. 

In Camarillo, firefighters saw the dangerous fire conditions firsthand Sunday when a small blaze 
quickly expanded to three acres and threatened structures in the area. Firefighters were able to 
control the blaze after a fast and aggressive response. 

How strong are the winds? 

Gusts of up to 70 mph or higher were expected to howl through the mountains Monday. 
Similarly, powerful gusts reaching 50 mph could sweep through the valleys and coastal areas. 

Warm Springs, a camp nestled in Acton, was hit with the strongest winds as gusts reached 58 
mph overnight, the weather service reported. 

Do people miss the rain? 

It depends. 

Raul Magana, a Norwalk resident, had checked his roof and the perimeter of his home in 
anticipation of heavy rain. But on Monday morning, as he prepared to do some shopping, he 
wasn't dressed for rain weather -- he was in jeans and a short-sleeve shirt. 

"I thought it was going to rain.... It's not coming," he said. 

"What happened to El Niño?" he said, chuckling. "It looks like it's getting hotter." 

"It's like summer," the 52-year-old laughed. "I don't think it's going to rain that much like they 
said. They said it was going to be the worst El Niño we ever had, but I don't think so. Unless it 
comes in like summertime." 

In Boyle Heights, residents hustled on their errands, many dressed in shorts and sandals, 
underneath a sun beating down in a cloudless sky. Palm trees rustled slightly in the breeze, 
providing only a little relief from the high temperature that had people chugging down water and 
enjoying ice cream. 

Gloria Lopez, a Boyle Heights resident, held her 5-year-old daughter tightly by the hand as they 
walked along the street. While Lopez, 48, was dressed in sandals, her daughter was a little less 
prepared in a long-sleeved shirt. 



Her daughter's teacher, Lopez said, had told her to come a little more prepared for the weather 
next time. In a bag, Lopez carried the sweater her daughter had worn that morning. 

"I don't know what's happening with this climate," Lopez said. "They said El Niño was coming, 
but nothing has happened. I don't know what's going to happen." 

"The heat doesn't want to go away," she said in Spanish. 

Setrak Malatian, a Pasadena resident, likened the weather to the stock market -- up and down, 
with no one ever knowing what's going on. "We need the rain, but not El Niño," Malatian said. 
"We need badly, badly the rain. We didn't get enough rain." 

Malatian said weather like this isn't good. 

"Wintertime should be winter, not wintertime should be summer," he said. "Wintertime, rain. 
Sunny day, spring or summer."  
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