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Told that 8 acres of pristine shoreline property that belongs to the public is being stolen every year, you 
would be outraged, and well you should be. That is what has been happening in southern Monterey Bay for 
the past 50 years! Most beach communities around the U.S are working to protect their shorelines. Southern 
Monterey Bay is the only shore in the U.S. where sand is being mined, resulting in a rapidly eroding 
coastline. Prior to sand mining, our beaches were actually growing. 

The loss of land has been clearly documented by comparing the change in shoreline location since 1854, first 
using land surveys, followed by aerial photographs starting in 1940, and more recently by laser altimetry and 
GPS surveys. Since 1965 it is estimated that this mine is responsible for the loss of more than 380 acres of 
coast — from the Salinas River to Monterey. The U.S. Geological Survey in 2006 identified southern 
Monterey Bay as having the highest average erosion rate in all of California. 

Unlike the other southern Monterey Bay beach sand mines, each shuttered in the 1990s by the Army Corps 
of Engineers because of erosion concerns, the sand mine operating in Marina has evaded jurisdictional 
oversight by hydraulically mining sand from a self-made pond on the beach above the mean high tide line. 
The pond is effectively filled during big wave/high tide events, intercepting the sand moving by and 
dumping it into the pond. 

All scientific studies conclude that the primary cause for the ongoing eroding shoreline, from Marina all the 
way south to Wharf II in Monterey, is due to this sand mine operated by the Mexican conglomerate CEMEX. 
CEMEX has reported that it mines approximately 220,000 cubic yards of sand annually. How much is that? 
Imagine digging a hole 10 feet deep by 30 feet wide by 3.4 miles long. Take that much sand away year after 
year after year, and you have a slowly, steadily escalating environmental, economic, infrastructure, tourism 
and quality-of-life problem. Add to it sea level rise, and it becomes clear that beach sand mining on the shore 
of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary is something the public needs to emphatically protest. 

The California Coastal Commission has finally decided to try to stop the mining. A letter of intent of a 
forthcoming cease and desist order was issued March 17 by the commission staff. Lengthy negotiations 
between CEMEX and the commission continue with no end in sight. The CCC needs to hear from you that 
we want the mining to stop. We ask that local affected cities and agencies write as well. Anyone can add 
their voice by writing letters to the CCC or joining us and speaking out at the next commission meeting, 
Aug. 10 in Santa Cruz. 

 


