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A fledgling effort to preserve working farms is growing along San Mateo County's scenic coast with the 
addition of a 96-acre Brussels sprouts farm three miles south of Pescadero.  

Providing scenic oceanfront views and sitting adjacent to a state beach along Highway 1, it's the kind of 
property that environmentalists in the past would have added to the state parks system. 

But the Peninsula Open Space Trust has purchased the Cordes property, located across Highway 1 from 
Bean Hollow State Beach, for $3.3 million in the latest in a series of deals by the Palo Alto-based 
environmental group designed to preserve farming on the San Mateo coast and open opportunities for young 
farmers amid sky-high real estate prices. 

Blair Friedeman, a spokeswoman for the Peninsula Open Space Trust, said the purchase is part of the 
organization's "Farmland Futures Initiative," that has a goal of raising $25 million over 10 years to increase 
the number of farms on the San Mateo County coast protected from development from 11 to 33 and from 
750 acres to 2,250 acres. 

Since launching the effort at the beginning of this year, the group has purchased four farms totaling 153 acres 
so far, Friedeman said. Like the others, the plan for the latest purchase is to place a conservation easement on 
the title so most of the property can't be developed, with plans to sell it later at a price lower than what it 
would have sold for if it could have been developed for luxury homes. The land trust may also put a trail 
along the edge to help expand the California Coastal Trail. The property is zoned for agriculture. Two homes 
could have been built on it under county rules. 

"Now even if the property is sold, all of the natural values of it will be protected and most of it will stay in ag 
production forever," she said. 

The farm was previously owned by Richard Cordes, a Walnut Creek real estate investor. Cordes, 55, said he 
bought the property a decade ago as an investment, and came to love the area. 

"From just about any place you have a 180-degree view of the Pacific Ocean," he said. "You hear the seals. 
It's just a spectacular plateau, with prime soils. It's beautiful." 

Cordes said he and his family received offers in recent years from wealthy individuals who wanted to 
purchase the property to build a large home or two. But he said he wanted the land -- which only has one 
small shed on it now -- to continue being farmed by the Marchi family, a third-generation San Mateo coast 
farming family that leases the land and grows Brussels sprouts, leeks and fennel there. Under the deal, the 
Marchi family will continue to lease and work the property. 

The adjacent park, Bean Hollow State Beach, was acquired by the state parks system in 1958 and although 
rural with few amenities, it is known for its colorful stones and tide pools rich with anemones, crabs and sea 
urchins. 


