
Enviros peeved at BLM review of Calif. drilling  
Ellen M. Gilmer, Environment & Energy Daily, 1-5-17 

The Obama administration yesterday unveiled a long-awaited environmental review of oil and gas development 
in central California. 

The Bureau of Land Management released its draft environmental impact statement (EIS) and resource 
management plan (RMP) for drilling in the Golden State's Southern Diablo Mountain Range and Central Coast 
— a review process sparked by environmental litigation more than three years ago. 

But environmental groups are not pleased with the results. They say the draft review fails to adequately consider 
the effects of hydraulic fracturing in the area. 

"This threadbare analysis shows that federal officials still don't understand their duty to protect California's 
public lands from fracking pollution," Kassie Siegel, director of the Center for Biological Diversity's Climate 
Law Institute, said in a statement. 

BLM's draft analysis is open for public comment for 90 days, leaving the final decision in the hands of the 
Donald Trump administration. 

The draft review and development plan considers multiple scenarios for development in the central California 
area at issue, which includes 793,000 acres of mineral estate overseen by the agency. The alternatives include: 
no change to current management; leasing only in already-drilled areas; leasing in areas with development 
potential, with some stipulations; no leasing where BLM does not manage the surface estate; or no leasing in 
certain state-designated groundwater areas. 

BLM's preferred alternative is the third one, which would allow leasing in areas with high oil and gas potential, 
as long as it does not overlap with primary habitat areas for certain endangered species, particularly the giant 
kangaroo rat. The decision is not final. 

The CBD says the analysis "offers little new information about the pollution from fracking and other extreme 
extraction techniques that would accompany such oil development." 

The revised environmental review came after a federal judge in 2013 slammed BLM for issuing Monterey Shale 
leases without specifically considering the impacts of fracking (Energywire, April 9, 2013). The agency has not 
held a lease sale in California since then. 

"California's air, water and wildlife have all benefited from the three-year-old moratorium on leasing our public 
lands to the oil industry," Siegel said. "For the sake of our environment and our climate, it's critical not to open 
up these areas to oil companies. We've got to leave this oil in the ground." 

The CBD cited a 2015 California Council on Science and Technology report that said fracking in California is 
unusually shallow and threatens drinking water. 



The Western States Petroleum Association, which represents oil and gas drillers in California, did not respond 
to a request for comment. 
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