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Elk Grove Councilman Gary Davis deserves credit for successfully urging the City Council to remove the
Cosumnes River floodplain from a city expansion plan.

He said that adding the floodplain to the city's "sphere of influence," the precursor to annexation, is a "bad
idea." He's right, but doesn't go far enough. Elk Grove still has growth dreams that don't jibe with reality.

The existing city, only a decade old, is 27,000 acres and has plenty of land to accommodate jobs and housing.
The effort to expand by 10,500 acres is way premature and would fuel yet another bubble economy. It also
undermines Sacramento County's efforts to reduce sprawl with an urban services boundary.

But the county has leverage, and should use it. Elk Grove is seeking a Memorandum of Understanding on its
proposed expansion because county buy-in carries great weight with the Sacramento Local Agency Formation
Commission that makes the decision on Elk Grove's expansion.

So the county should insist that any Elk Grove sphere of influence boundary follow three key principles:

• Exclude land within 100-year floodplain;

• Exclude land in conservation easements and land intended to remain rural and agricultural; and,

• Include only land that the city intends to urbanize in the near term.

Until recently, the county stood by these principles in telling Elk Grove to draft a more logical sphere of
influence. However, a current draft MOU – which comes to the county Board of Supervisors in May – simply
accepts Elk Grove's 10,500-acre expansion proposal. Bad move.

Due to public outcry, the Elk Grove City Council backed off on the floodplain issue, though a better solution
would be to simply withdraw the expansion application. That's unlikely, however, in a city that has made
developer-driven expansion its mantra.

The county needs to renegotiate the MOU, insisting on all three elements in a sphere of influence boundary.
County supervisors, who get big contributions from developers, should not go along with Elk Grove's attempted
south county land grab.


