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Alyson Huber's effort to place a new hurdle in front of the peripheral canal would not pass out of committee
Tuesday - that much was clear.

But as it turned out, there wasn't even a vote.

After Mariko Yamada, D-Davis - the only Delta legislator on the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee - made a motion to pass the bill, Huber, D-El Dorado Hills, asked for a second as a "courtesy."

No one offered. The bill died.

The committee's silence shows how outmanned Delta lawmakers are as thirsty regions of the state from the Bay
Area to San Diego seek more reliable water diversions from the fragile estuary.

"What it emphasizes is the need to take this fight to the public, much like the fight of the 1980s where the
Legislature approved a peripheral canal, but a referendum took it out," Huber said afterward. "This is not the
end of it."

Huber's bill would have required a legislative vote and an economic analysis before a canal or tunnel could be
built to divert water past, rather than through, the Delta. If built above ground, the canal would slice through
farmland a few miles west of Stockton.

In November, the California Legislature created a body of appointed officials to help make these decisions.
Critics say the Legislature gave up its authority.

But Assemblyman Jared Huffman, chairman of the committee, said during Tuesday's hearing that he believes
the law allows the Legislature to require approval of a large canal - even without Huber's bill.

"No one should confuse my failure to second this bill with support for a peripheral canal," said Huffman, a
Democrat from San Rafael. "I'm not yet convinced that what is under consideration is desirable or even
feasible."

He praised Huber for "zealously" defending her district, which includes the Lodi area and parts of north
Stockton, but Huffman also said her bill was simply too broad because it made no distinction between a large or
small canal.

Huber said the death of her bill will likely lead to litigation over who has authority over the canal decision: the
Legislature or the Schwarzenegger administration, which is pursuing the project on its own.

Speakers from San Joaquin County lined up at Tuesday's hearing to support the bill, including Supervisor Larry
Ruhstaller, Stockton East Water District General Manager Kevin Kauffman and Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla of
Stockton-based Restore the Delta.

Barrigan-Parrilla said afterward that canal opponents would next focus on defeating the $11.1 billion bond set



to go before voters in November. The bond would not build the canal itself, but critics say it does facilitate the
canal by freeing up money to pay for projects to offset its impact.

"At this point," she said, "we're going after the court of public opinion."


