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A group representing California's cities voted overwhelmingly Thursday to support the state's landmark efforts
to curb greenhouse gas emissions, rejecting efforts by some of the group's members to seek a delay in
implementing the law.

The proposal by a committee of the League of California Cities to ask the state to consider moving back
deadlines for cutting emissions coincided with the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, the world's largest celebration
of environmentalism.

Some city officials were concerned that the legislation would cost businesses and local governments too much,
given California's struggling economy.

But the governing board of the group, which lobbies for the interests of more than 470 cities in the state, said no
by voice vote to the idea at its meeting Thursday in Sacramento.

"There are a lot of reasons for us to continue to do what's right, and most of it has to do with the future of our
kids," said Jean Quan, an Oakland councilwoman and member of the board, who noted the health and
environmental benefits of reducing carbon dioxide emissions.

Quan said the money needed to implement the law is nothing compared with the cost of inaction.

Reductions by 2020

The decision by the group was a victory for AB32, which calls for a 25 percent reduction in the state's carbon
emissions by 2020. The law, signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2006, is the model for national
legislation now working its way through Congress. The state law requires the California Air Resources Board to
establish and enforce limits on carbon emissions, most of which will go into effect in 2012.

But AB32 has recently been criticized by those who claim it would bankrupt businesses that are suffering from
the economic recession and send unemployment skyrocketing. A campaign funded largely by Texas oil
companies is aimed at getting support for a November ballot measure to ask voters to suspend the law.

Republican gubernatorial front-runner and former eBay CEO Meg Whitman has promised she will immediately
suspend AB32 for at least a year if elected.

The proposal that the 48-member board of the League of California Cities considered Thursday would have
asked Schwarzenegger and the air board to recalculate the economic assumptions behind AB32 and use their
authority to delay deadlines if necessary during the re-evaluation.

It also would have asked for a delay in implementing SB375, which requires coordinated regional measures to
meet goals for reducing carbon emissions.

Chris McKenzie, executive director of the League of California Cities, said the proposals were a response to
concerns by businesses about the impact of AB32 and by city officials worried that local government could be
asked to pay for regional emissions-cutting plans that the governor has not funded.



"These regional plans have a very significant influence on future development and on greenhouse gas
emissions, but cities do not have enough money to fund those plans," McKenzie said.

Richard Dixon, the mayor pro tem of Lake Forest (Orange County), said at Thursday's meeting that it will cost
as much as $3 million for his county to put the laws into action.

Danielle Fugere, the regional program director for the environmental group Friends of the Earth, said the
concerns about finances are unfounded.

A recent analysis by the Air Resources Board concluded that California's economy will grow under AB32, even
though the gross state product would fall slightly by 2020.

Oil company efforts

Fugere said $2.1 billion has been invested in clean technology since 2009. The number of green jobs has
increased 10 times faster than other jobs since 2005, she said, and those numbers will probably skyrocket when
the law is fully implemented. She attributed concerns about the economic effect of climate-change legislation to
misrepresentations and misinformation.

"We've got big oil companies that have put a lot of money into this," Fugere said. "They have spread
misinformation about AB32, saying it will cost an enormous amount of money. That is just not true. They want
to keep us addicted to dirty oil."

Schwarzenegger has been equally vehement in his contempt for the oil companies' support for the ballot
measure and his support for the law.

"They want to come in here, spend millions of dollars and roll back AB32," the governor said at a news
conference Thursday for a new solar manufacturing facility in Milpitas. "Why? Because they don't like that
there is alternative energy being created. They're greedy and they only care about profits."

At an event in San Francisco, Mayor Gavin Newsom called attempts to delay climate-change legislation
wrongheaded.

"We've got to leap forward. This is our opportunity," Newsom said. "If we start going backward ... we will lose
one of the great competitive advantages we have in this country, and that's being a leader in terms of venture
capital in green technology."


