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SAN DIMAS -- The connector road between the westbound 10 Freeway and the northbound 57 Freeway will
likely be closed for at least several days after a portion of hillside that collapsed in February began slipping
again Sunday, authorities said.

Drenched by rain, the hillside overlooking the connector road gave way on Feb. 18, spilling 110,000 cubic
yards of dirt onto the roadway. Caltrans officials worked for more than a month to clear the debris and stabilize
the hillside at a cost of about $3.25 million.

The California Highway Patrol learned of the new situation about 8:30 a.m. Sunday, according to CHP logs.

A passing motorist reported that the hillside, which was reopened March 25, was again beginning to crack and
crumble, CHP Sgt. Jesse Holguin said.

"It's the same thing," he said. "We had some more movement this morning."

By Sunday afternoon, Holguin said, workers had already begun cleanup efforts.

The slide was not nearly as severe as the one earlier this year, he added, but still posed a significant threat to the
roadway below.

While February's slide also affected the transition road between the 71 and 57 freeways, officials only closed
the road connecting the 10 and 57 freeways Sunday.

"It didn't come down on the roadway itself, but it knocked down a (guard) rail," he said.

Caltrans officials were summoned to the scene and were assessing the situation, the sergeant added.

"We're right back to where we started," he said.

Caltrans officials could not be reached for comment Sunday.

After the previous slide, Caltrans officials terraced the slope and installed new drainage ditches to help prevent
future problems, officials said.

Authorities also sprayed the hillside with a seed mixture to help control erosion, Caltrans spokeswoman Kelly
Markham said.

According to Caltrans figures, about 27,500 cars use the connector road between the westbound 10 and
northbound 57 freeways every day.


