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ORLAND -- Crystal Geyser got the go-ahead Wednesday from the Technical Advisory Committee of Orland
for a proposed sparkling mineral water bottling plant.

A citizens group called Save Our Water Resources has said it will appeal the decision to the City Council of this
Northern California city north of Sacramento.

The vote by the Technical Advisory Committee was unanimous.

The citizens group has argued that a full environmental impact report on the project is needed and has voiced
concerns about water use, a nearby plume of groundwater contamination, truck traffic, air pollution and more.

City staff has said the environmental review is not required because the project meets city zoning standards.
Also, impacts such as air quality, noise, transportation and water extraction do not meet thresholds that would
trigger the environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act, city staff has said.

"The Technical Advisory Committee is used to follow the regulations and rules that are in place," said Orland
City Manager Paul Poczobut. "We are not the policy-setting body. That is the City Council."

The issue has been divisive in Orland, which has about 7,400 residents.

A vocal group of people have been showing up in opposition to the project and placing signs in opposition in
the town.

At a meeting in November, more than two dozen people spoke against the project. Dozens were also present
Wednesday.

Poczobut said he has been told there are more people who would like to see the bottling plant in Orland, but
don't want to speak up "because it would bring hard feelings to people who are friends."

Joanne Overton, a leader of the Save Our Water Resources group, said with the decision by the committee
Wednesday, her group will soon appeal to the City Council. The rules state this must be done within 10 days.

Overton said an anonymous donor has given the group the $350 to file the appeal.

The bottling facility plans call for a 112,500-square-foot sparkling mineral water plant on 10.35 acres of land.


