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Just imagine a place on Earth where there is so much oil that it actually leaks to the surface.

Imagine a place where there is so much oil that when you take a walk on the beach oil sticks to the bottom of
your feet.

Imagine a place where tapping oil would actually help protect the environment, bolster the economy, and create
jobs.

Now you can stop imagining. This place actually exists. It's a place called California.

California is home to some of the largest untapped oil and natural gas reserves in the world. In fact, so much
untapped oil is available in California that it actually leaks though fission cracks in the ocean floor - oil that
floats onto the beaches of the state's pristine Central Coast.

So in a time when California could take a big step toward reducing its dependence on foreign oil, why is the
Legislature so fearful of doing what's in the best interest of its residents and the environment?

It's not as if Californians don't know how to safely drill for oil.

We've been doing it for years.

Since 1970, one billion barrels of oil have been produced off California's coast. During that same time, less than
850 barrels have been lost. That's less than the amount of oil seeping naturally each week into the waters off
California's coast through cracks in the Earth's seafloor.

The consequence of our reliance on foreign oil is less stellar.

Recently, an oil vessel from Dubai spilled an estimated 800 gallons of oil into the San Francisco Bay. In
addition, consider the billions of dollars we send overseas that end up funding terrorists or propping up
dictators.

Instead of safely expanding our local energy sources and creating new, good paying private sector jobs, we
continue to let fear and environmental extremists rule the day when it comes to oil.

Currently, California uses 45 million gallons of gasoline a day to fuel its 32 million vehicles. Sure, we can
continue to develop "alternative fuels," but our need for oil isn't going away anytime soon. We need more oil,
not less. We need jobs, not long unemployment lines.

We have a vast treasure resting underneath our soil. At the same time we have a state budget that has been
unbalanced for years and skyrocketing unemployment rates. Yet Democrats in the California Legislature are



trying to make it even harder to drill for oil. Drilling for more oil, and creating tens of thousands of jobs, is what
we need, not job-killing tax increases on oil extraction.

One liberal California legislator recently announced that he will seek a massive tax increase on oil producers, a
10 percent oil "severance" tax.

This will discourage companies from drilling for oil in existing reserves, let alone potential new drilling
projects. Additionally, this tax will make California even more dependent on foreign oil.

A recent study headed by former California Legislative Analyst William Hamm shows that the proposed oil
severance tax would destroy 10,000 good paying California jobs and drive up the cost of a gallon of gasoline by
nearly 20 cents.

This is the wrong approach. Rather than curb local oil production, we should be tapping more of our oil
resources for the benefit of all Californians.

By opening up California's vast oil fields for exploration and production, we could harvest enough oil off the
Pacific shoreline to fuel as much as 81 percent of California's vehicles for 15 years.

Expanding our domestic oil production would also mean up to 14,000 good paying jobs for Californians and
some $12 billion in government revenues to fund priorities like public safety and education.


